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For THE ANTHOLOGY. 


THE STUDENT OF NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY.....Wo. I. 


Boffon, Sept. 14, 1804. 
Mr. Editor, 


Havinc long had a defire 
to gain fome {mall acquaintance 
with natural philofophy, and hav- 
ing hitherto enjoyed few advan- 
tages for this purpofe, I refolve 
to devote one evening of every 
week, ordinarily, through the 
enfuing feafon, to this pleafing 
and weful ftudy. It is my with 
to ufe your publication as the de- 
pofitory of fuch reflexions and 
€xperiments, as I may occafion- 
ally make. They will be ex- 
tremely Gre laciiad gthdien diese 
worth your notice. If however 
they fhall not be abfolutely defpi- 
cable, I will thank you to infert 
them, as they will ferve as a fort 
of journal of my progrefs, and 

may flimulate me to perfevere in 
my refolution. Poflibly alfo a 
record of this kind may excite a 
philofophical tafte in fome young 
perions, among your readers, who, 
from this circumftance, may here- 
aicr rife to a refpe@able emi- 


nence in the knowledge of thofe 
general laws, by which the Crea- 
tor governs the natural world. 
“Tt is fuppofed, that the fall of an 
apple to the ground directed 
Newton to the inveftigation and 
difcovery of the law of gravita- 
tion ; and that the found of a 
{mith’s hammer gave to Pythag- 
oras the firft hint of his theory 
of mutick.”’ 

If you fhall look for much 
order in my ftudies, you will be 
difappointed. I have many avo- 
cations, few books and fewer in- 
{truments, am fometimes ruled 
rather by caprice than fyitem, and 
often overcome by laflitude and 
indolence. Here are fufficient 
reafons, why I fhould not be very 
methodical in my new purfuit. 
I will however engage, life 
and health being prolonged, to 

make you a weekly report of 
fome fort or other ;_ and if cares 
or pleafures fhould forbid me to 
ftudy, and thus prevent me from 
farnifhing you with an account 
of my own obfervations, I will 
at leait fend you the obfervations 
of others. Interfperfed in the 
pages of old newfpapers 1! 
frequently find recorded philo- 





fophical experiments, which de- 
{ferve a lefs precarious exiftence, 
than what they there fuffer. 
Some of thefe I fhall henceforth 
refcue and preferve for you. For 
although many of your fubfcrib- 
ers may value the Anthology as 
a colleSion of flowers, 1, as a philol- 
opher, fhould rather be pleafed 
with it, as a colleBion of fads. 
Since this is the firft evening 
of my philofophical career, you 
cannot fuppofe that, after writing 
this introduction, and I think an 
introdu¢tion is the moft difficult 
of any thing to write, I have any 
account to give you of my ftudies. 
My apparatus is yet in diforder. 
My books are not collected. I 
have not even determined with 
what author to commence, nor 
what part of theimmeaturable field 
before me I will begin to explore. 
Accordingly I fend you a piece 
of aftronomical _ intelligence, 
which you muft have feen in 
fundry of our late periodical pub- 
lications, but which neverthelefs 
I beg you to preferve. 
H. C, S. 


NEW PLANETS. 


Two new planets have lately 
been difcovered, one by Mr. 
Piazzi, at Palermo in 1801, which 
is called after the difcoverer’s 
name, “ Piazzi ;’’ the other by 
Dr. Olbers at Bremen, in 1802, 
which is called * Pa/l/as.’’—Dr. 
Herfchel has difcovered that the 
real diameter of Piazzi is 162 
miles, and that of Pallas 95 
miles ; of courfe they muft be 
very imall indeed, when com- 
pared with the other planets ; he 
confiders them of a different /pe- 
cies from the known planets ; in 
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their {mallnefs and motion they 
refemble comets; but in clearne({s 
of light they refemble other plan- 
ets ; he fuppofes that many more 
fuch will hereafter be difcovered, 
and places them under the title of 
Afteriors. 'Thefe two new planets 
are vilible only by glafles, and at 
certain feafons, hence a writer 
hazards a conjecture that they are 
planets belonging to, and revolv- 
ing round the centre of fome ad- 
jacent fyftem, periodically be- 
coming vilible to the planets 
comprifing ours. 


Sept. 21. 
The week has revolved, Mr. 
Editor, and I am ftill unprepared 
for any recondite refearches, and 
of courfe unable to furnifh you 
with any original communica- 
tions on philofophy. ‘Towards 
executing my purpofe, I find it 
neceflary that my ftudy fhould be 
fitted up in a new ftyle; my 
book thelves muft be removed to 
give place to fhelves of a differ- 
ent fize ; and where pamphlets 
and manufcripts have formerly 
refied, I mutt now difpofe my 
tubs, pumps, and retorts. but 
I have_not forgotten my engage- 
ment. I fend you an extract 
from the laft Port Folio which I 
received (Vol. IV. No. 36, p. 
282), a publication, fo interefting 
for its papers of taite and elegant 
criticifm, that, after reading it, I 
am fometimes tempted to aban- 
don my purpofe refpe&ting the ex- 
ternal iciences. The extract be- 
fore you, it feems, is a tranilation 
from the French, and contains 
advice to a journalift on the 
fubjet of philolophy. 
H. C, 3. 
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PHILOSOPHY. 

You poffeis 2 competent knowl- 
edge of geometry and phyficks, 
to give an exact account of books 
of this kind; and you have 
enough of underftanding and 
tafte to fpeak of them with that 
art, Which ftrips them of their 
thorns, without loading them 
with unbecoming flowers. 

I would particularly advife 
you, when you fhall make philo- 
{fophical extracts, firft to prefent 
to the reader a kind of hittorical 
abridgment of the opinions jug- 
gefted, or of the truths eftab- 
lithed. 

For example, is the queltion of 
the vacuum under difcuflion ? 
Mention briefly the manner in 
which Epicurus thought he had 
proved it; fhew how Gaflendi 
rendered it more probable ; ex- 
pofe to view the infinite degrees 
of probability, which Newton has 
added to this opinion, by his ar- 
guments, by his obfervations, and 
by his calculations. 

Is a work on the nature of air 
under confideration ? It is pro- 
per, in the firft place, to fhew that 
Ariltotle and all the philofophers 
knew that it had weight, but 
were ignorant of the degree of 
that weight. A great number of 
ignorant perfons, who are defi- 
rous of knowing at leaft the hif- 
tory of the fciences, men of the 
world, young ftudents, will learn, 


‘with avidity, with what force of 


reafon, and by what experiments 


the great Galileo combated the 
frit errour of Ariftotle on the fub- 
ject of air ; with what art Tore- 
celli weighed it, as we afcertain 
the weight of any thing in a bal- 
auce 5 by what means its elaltici- 


+. 
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how the admirable experiments 
of Hale and Boerhaave have dif- 
covered effeéts of air, which we 
are almoft forced to attribute to 
properties of matter, unknown 
until our day. 

Does a book, filled with calcu- 
lations and problems, on the fub- 
je&t of light, make its appear- 
ance ? How much pleafure will 
you afford to the publick, by ex- 
hibiting the feeble ideas enter- 
tained by eloquent and ignorant 
Greece on the fubjeé& of refrac- 
tion ; the opinion of the Arab 
Alhazen, the only geometrician 
of his time, refpecting it; the 
conjectures of Antonio de Domi- 
nis; the fyftem of Defcartes, of 
which he made an ingenious and 
geometrical, but falie applica- 
tion ; the difcoveries of Grimal- 
di, whofe life was but too fhort ; 
finally, the truths eitablifhed by 
Newton ; truths the moit bold 
and luminous, to which the hu- 
man mind is capable of attaining ; 
truths, which open a new world 
to our view, but which {till leave 
a cloud behind them ! 

Shall a work be compofed on 
the gravitation of the celeftial 
bodies, that admirable part of the 
demonttrations of Newton ? Will 
you not gratify your readers, if 
you give the hiftory of this grav- 
itation, from Copernicus, who 
had but a glimpfe of it, from 
Keller, who was bold enough to 
announce it as if by inftiné, to 
Newton, who has demoniftrated 
to the aftonifhed world, that it 
preifes upon the fun, and the fun 
upon it? 

Attribute to Defcartes and to 
Harrot the art of applying alge- 
bra to the meniuration of cube, 


_ 


bonnl : 
integral, and differential calcula- 
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tion to Newton, and afterwards 
to Leibnitz. Name occafionally 
the authors of all new difcoveries. 
Let your journal be a faithful 
regifter of the glory of great 
men. In expofing opinions, in 
fupporting, in combating them, 
carefully avoid injurious expref- 
fions, which irritate an author, 
and frequently a whole nation, 
without enlightening any one. 
Nothing of animofity, nothing of 
irony. What would you fay of 
an advocate-general, who, in fum- 
ming up a caufe, fhould outrage, 
by poignant expreffions, the party 
whom he condemns? The office 
of a journalift is not fo refpecta- 
ble, but his duty is almoft the 
fame. You do not believe in pre- 
eftablifhed harmony, mutt you, 
on that account, decry Leibnitz : 
Will you infult Locke, becaufe he 
believes God fuficiently power- 
ful to communicate, if he will, 
thought to matter ? Do you net 
believe that God, who has crea- 
ted all things, can render this 
matter and this faculty of think- 
ing eternal ? ‘That if he has cre- 
ated our fouls, he has alfo the 
power to create millions of beings 
different from matter and from 
foul? That thus the fentiment 
of Locke is refpeétful to the Di- 
vinity, without being dangerous 


to men? If Bayle, who knew - 


much, has doubted much, re- 
member that he has never doubt- 
ed of the neceflity of being an 
honeft man. Be alfo honeft, and 
mmitate not thofe little minds, 
who, by vile abufe, outrage an 
sluitrious fhade, whom they 
would not have dared to attack, 


during his life. 


eae ee ee 
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Bofton, Sept. 14, 1804, 


To rue Epiror oF THe Monruty 
ANTHOLOGY. 
Sir, 

IN looking over the Gentleman’s 
Magazine for June 1791, I found the 
following dialogue, faid to have hap- 
pened between the memorable Dr. John- 
fon and Mrs. Knowles. I believe it has 
appeared of late in fome of the weekly 
papers in the Commonwealth ; but | 
have a particular wifh that you would 
preferve it in your pleafing collection, 
and publifh it with the introductory re- 
marks, as made in the abovementioned 
Magazine, Yours, &c. 

BOOK-WORM. 


Mr. Urban, 

I wave been favoured by Mrs. 
Knowles, with the perufal of the 
following dialogue, or converfa- 
tion. Very ftriking is the mild 
fortitude of modeit Truth ; and 
it is finely contrafted with the 
boifterous violence of bigoted 
Sophiftry, fo long accuftomed to 
victory over feigned or flight re- 
fiftance, and, in a certain circle, 
to timid and implicit fubmiffion. 
I have obtained permiffion to pub- 
lifh the dialogue ; and I with it 
to appear in your excellent Mag- 


azine. A Child of Candour. 


AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE BE- 
TWEEN THE LATE DR. JOHN- 
SON AND MRS. KNOWLES. 


Mrs. K. Thy friend Jenny 
H- d fends her kinds refpects 
to thee, Doétor. 

Dr. F. To me !~-tell me not 
of her! I hate the odious wench 
for her apoftacy : and it is you, 
madam, who have feduced her 
from the Chriftian religion. 

Mrs. K. This %: a heavy 
charge, indeed. I mutt beg leave 
to be heard in my own defence : 
and J entreat the attention of the 
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prefent learned and candid com- 
pany, defiring they will judge 
how far I am able to clear myfelf 
of fo cruel an accufation. 

Dr. F. (much difturbed at this 
unexpetted challenge faid,) You are 
a woman, and I give you quar- 
ter. 

Mrs. K. I will not take quar- 
ter. ‘There is no fex in fouls ; 
and in the prefent caufe I fear 
not even Dr. Johnfon himfelf. 

(“* Bravo !”? was repeated by the 
company, and filence enfued. ) 

Dr. F. Well then, madam, I 
perfift in my charge, that you 
have feduced Mifs H---- from the 
chriftian religion. 

Mrs. K. If thou really kneweft 
what were the principles of the 
Friends, thou wouldft not fay fhe 
had departed from chriftianity. 
But, waving that difcuffion for 
the prefent, I will take the liberty 
to obferve, that fhe had an un- 
doubted right to examine and to 
change her educational tenets 
whenever fhe fuppofed fhe had 
found them erroneous: as an ac- 
countable creature, it was her 
duty fo to do. 

Dr. F. Pihaw! pfhaw !—an 
accountable creature !—girls ac- 
countable creatures !—It was her 
duty to remain with the Church 
wherein fhe was educated ; fhe 
had no bufinefs to leave it. 

Mrs. K. What! not for that 
which fhe apprehended to be bet- 
ter? According to this rule, 
Doétor, hadft thou been born in 
Turkey, it had been thy duty to 
have remained a Mahometan, not- 
withftanding Chriftian evidence 
might have wrought in thy mind 
the cleareft conviétion ; and, if 
10, then, let me afk, how would 
thy confcience have anfwered for 


fuch obftinacy at the great and 
laft tribunal? . 

Dr. F My confcience would 
not have been an{werable. 

Mrs. K. Whofe then would ? 

Dr. F. Why the State, to be 
fure. In adhering to the religion 
of the ftate, as by law eftablifhed, 
our implicit obedience therein 
becomes our duty. 

Mrs. K. A nation, or ftate, 
having a confcience, is a do¢trine 
entirely new to me, and, indeed, 
a very curious piece of intelli- 
gence; for I have always under- 
{ftood that a government, or ftate, 
is a creature of time only ; be- 
yond which it diffolves, and be- 
comes a nonentity. Now, gen- 
tlemen, can your imaginations 
body forth this monftroys indi- 
vidual, or being, called a ftate, 
compofed of millions of people ? 
Can you behold it ftalking forth 
into the next world, loaded with 
its mighty confcience, there to be 
rewarded, or punifhed, for the 


faith, opinions, and conduét of 


its conftituent machines called 
men? Surely the teeming brain 
of poetry never held up to the 
fancy fo wondrous a perfénage ! 

(When the laugh oceafioned by 
this perfonification was fubfided, the 
Do&or very angrily replied,) I re- 
gard not what you fay as to that 


matter. I hate the arrogance of 
the wench, in fuppofing herfelf 


a more competent judge of reli- 
gion than thofe who educated 
her. She imitated you, no doubt; 
but fhe ought net to have pre- 
fumed to determine for herfelf in 
fo important an affair. 

Mrs. K, True, Do&or, I grant 
it, if, as thou feemeft to imply, a 
wench of 20 years be not a mora! 
agent. 
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Dr. F. I doubt it would be 
difficult to prove thofe deferve 
that character who turn Quakers. 

Mrs. K. This fevere retort, 
Doétor, induces me charitably to 
hope that thou mutt be totally un- 
acquainted with the principles of 
the people againft whom thou 
art fo exceedingly prejudiced, and 
that thou fuppofeft us a fet of 
Infidels or Deitts. 

Dr. F. Certainly I do think 
you little better than Deifts. 

Mrs. K. This is indeed flrange; 
’tis pafling ftrange, that a man 
of fuch univerfal reading and re- 
fearch has not thought it at leait 
expedient to look into the caute of 
diiient of a fociety fo long eftab- 
lifhed, and fo confpicuoutly fin- 
gular ! : 

Dr. F. Not I, indeed! I have 
not read your Barclay’s Apology; 
and for this plain reafon—I never 
thought it worth my while. You 
are upftart fectaries, perhaps the 
belt fubdued by a filent contempt. 

Mr;.K. This reminds me of the 
language of the Rabbies of old, 
when their hierarchy was alarmed 
by the increating influence, force, 
and fimplicity of dawning truth, in 
their high day of worldly domin- 
ion. We meekly. truft, our prin- 
ciples ftand on the fame {folid 
foundation of fimple truth, and 
We invite the acuteft inveftiga- 
tion. The reafon thou giveft for 
1ot having read Barclay’s Apol- 
ogy is furely a very improper 
ene fora man whom the world 
looks up to as a moral philofo- 
pher of the firft rank ; a teacher 
from whom they think they have 
a right to expeé&t much informa- 
tion. ‘To this expecting, ingnir- 
ing world, how can Dr. Johnfon 


acquit himfelf for remaining un- 


acquainted with a book tranflated 
into five or fix different languages, 
and which has been admitted into 
the libraries of almoft every Court 
and Univerfity in Chriftendom |! 

(Here the DoGor grew very an- 
gry, full more fo at the {pace of time 
the gentlemen infifted on allowing his 
antagonif?i. «wherein to make her de. 
fence, and his impatience excited one 
of the company, in a whifper, to 
fay, “ I never faw this mighty 
lion fo chafed before !’’) 

The Door again repeated, that 
he did not think the Quakers de- 
ferved the name of chriftians. 

Mrs. K. Give me leave then 
to endeavour to convince thee of 
thy error, which I will do by 
making before thee, and this re- 
{pectable company, a confeflion 
of our faith. Creeds, or confef- 
fions of faith, are admitted by all 
to be the ftandard whereby we 
judge of every denomination of 
profeffors. 

(To this, every one prefent agreed ; 
and even the Door grumbled out 
his offent.) 

Mrs. K. Well then, I take 
upon me to declare, that the 
people called Quakers do verily 
believe in the Holy Scriptures, 
and rejoice with the moft full and 
reverential acceptance of the di- 
vine hiftory of faéts, as recorded 
in the New.Teltament. That 
we, confequently, fully believe 
thofe hiftorical articles fummed 
up in what is called The Apoftle’s 
Creed, with thefe two exceptions 
only, to wit, our Saviour’s de- 
feent into hell, and the refurrec- 
tion of the body. Thefe myfte- 
ries we humbly leave juft as they 
ftand in the holy text, there being, 
trom that ground, no authority 
for fuch ailertion as is drawn up 
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inthe Creed. And now, Dodétor, 
canft thou ftill deny to us the 
honourable title of chriftians ? 

Dr. F. Well !—I mutt own I 
did not at all fuppofe you had fo 
much to fay for yourfelf. How- 
ever, 1 cannot forgive that little 
flut, for prefuming to take upon 
herielf as fhe has done. 

Mrs. K. I hope, Doétor, thou 
wilt not remain unforgiving ; 
and that you will renew your 


BIOGRAPHIA AMERICANA ; 


®R MEMOIRS OF PROFESSIONAL, LEARNED, OR DISTINGUISHED CHARACTERS IN 
UNITED sTATES. [Continued from p. 460.] 


friendfhip, and joyfully meet at 

laft in thofe bright regions where 

pride and prejudice can never 

enter ! 

Dr. F. Meet her! I never 

defire to meet fools any where. 
(This farcaflick turn of wit was 


fo pleafantly received, that the Doc- 


tor joined in the laugh ; his Jpleen 


was diffipated ; he took his coffee, and 
became, for the remainder of the even- 
ing, very cheerful and entertaining. y 


t¢7 Communications for this article will be extremely acceptable to the Editor. 


Il. ** PATRICK HENRY, 


of Virginia,” (fee Month. Anth. 
Vol. I. p. 459. art. 3. Biog. 
Amer.) “ oppofed, with the ut- 
molt of his abilities, the conititu- 
tion of the United States, as fub- 
mitted to the ftate convention, 
becaufe he thought it defective in 
jome parts. ‘The moment however 
it was adopted by a majority of 
his countrymen, he, like a good 
citizen, anda man ofa great and 
magnanimous mind, moit peace- 
ably, and quietly acquiefeed. At 
the then enfuing affembly, he pro- 
pofed, and readily carried, certain 
amendments to be added to the 
con{titution: they were added, 
being approved by a majority of 
the itates, as provided for by the 
conititution. Soon after this he 
took, in the circuit court of the 
United States, the oath to fup- 
port the conftitution thereof. His 
liberal and noble deportment, on 
that important day, which gave 
Vou. I, No. 11. Ovo 


the affent of Virginia to the con- 
{titution which he has now fworn 
to fupport, is well known ; as are 
the truly republican and generous 
fentiments, which he then deliv- 
ered.—Dining with a confidera- 
ble number of the members of the 
convention, who had fupported 
him in his oppofition, and hear. 
ing feveral of them exprefs their 
mortification and difappointment 
in terms which he thought unbe- 
coming, and throwing out infin- 
uations of roufing the people to 
oppofe the work which had been 
done—he filenced them by a few 
concife obfervations, to which, I 
poffefs not the capacity to do juf- 
tice ; but they were of the follow. 
ing import :—‘ No, my friends, 
we mult not do fo. Nor fhould 
we fhew any ill nature or refent- 
ment at what has happened. 
We are one great family em- 
barked in the fame veffel. With 
all our united wifdom and 
{trength, it may perhaps not be 
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the command of a regiment. 
He many years reprefented his 
town in the general affembly, 
and difcharged the office of juf- 
tice of the peace for the county 
of Litchfield. Deititute of a 
finifhed education, without a 
learned profeflion, he applied 
himielf to the ftudy of agricul- 
ture, and laboured perfonally in 
the iicld. By his native ftability, 
good fenfe, affability, kindnefs, 
and integrity, he gained the con- 
fidence ot his fellow citizens, and 
many important offices which the 
town of Salifbury had to beftow 
were fecured to him. With a 
numerous and growing family, 
a mind formed for adventures, 
and a firmnefs which nothing 

could fubdue, he determined to 
lay a foundation for their future 
profperity, by emigrating on to 
the Newhampfhire grants: in 
the year 1774, he removed to 
Willifton on Onion river ; fome 
part of the way was through an 
almoft tracklefs wildernefs. Here 
he fettled on fine lands which 
opened a wide field for induttry, 
and encouraged many new fet- 
tlers. In the year 1776, the 
troubles occafioned by the late 
war rendering it neceflary for 
him to remove, he purchafed an 
e(tate in Arlington, and contin- 
ued in that town until 1787, 
when he returned to his former 
refidence at Willifton. During 
the troubles occafioned by the 
claims of New-York on New- 
hampfhire grants, Gov. Chitten- 

den was a faithful advifer, and a 
trong. fupporter of the feeble 
fettlers During the American 
revolution, while Warner, Allen, 
and many others were in the 
held, he was affiduoull engaged 


in the council at home ; where 
he rendered eflential fervice to 
his country. In the year 1778, 
when the flate of Vermont af- 
fumed the powers of goverment 
and eftablifhed a conftitution, the 
eyes of the freemen were imme- 
diately fixed on Mr. Chittenden 
as their firft magiftrate. He was 
accordingly elected to that diffi- 
cult and arduous office, and con- 
tinued therein, one year © only 
excepted, until his death. To 
prefume to fay how well he con- 
ducted himfelf in the moit trying 
times would be arrogance in an 
individual ; let the felicity of his 
conttituents evince, let the hiftory 
of Vermont declare it. From a 
little band of affociates, he faw 
his government furpafs 100,000 
fouls in number ; ; he faw them 
rife fuperiour to oppreflion, brave 
the horrours of a foreign war, and 
finally taking her oppreflor by 
the hand, receive her embrace as 
a fifter ftate, and rife a conftella- 
tion in the federal dome. 

He enjoyed an excellent con- 
flitution until about a year be- 
fore his death. In O€cober laft 
he took an affecting leave of his 
compatriots in general ailembly, 
feelingly imploring the benedic- 
tion of heaven on them and their 
conftituents. He fome time fince 
announced his declining the hon- 
our of being efteemed a candi- 
date at the enfuing election, and 
died on the 24th Augutt, ’97, as 
we are informed, without appar- 
ent diftrefs, and even without a 
groan. 

That Gov. Chittenden was pof- 
felled of great talents anda keen 
difcernment, i in affairs relative to 
men and things, no one can deny. 
His converfation was eafy, fimple, 
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and inftrnétive, and, although his 


enemies fometimes abufed his 
open franknefs, yet it is a truth, 
that no perfon knew better how 
to compais great defigns with 
fecrefy than himfelf. His par- 

ticular addrefs and n negociations 
during the late war, were matter 
{tr fakes of policy—his talents at 


reconciling 


aren emitoroltc . 
jarring ssi 2 2al5 a- 
4 a te ‘. an 
mong the people were peculiar— 
in — 3 — 
his many and ufeful fervices to 


his country, to the ftate of Ver- 
mont, and the vicinity wherein 
he dwelt, will be long remem- 
bered bya grateful publick, and 
entitle him to be ad with the 
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Wathingtons, the Hancocks, and 
Adamies of his day. Nor were 
his private virtees lefs confpicu- 
ous: in times of fcarcity and 
diftrefs, too common in new 
fettlements, never did a man du- 
play more rational or more noble 
benevolence—his granary was 
open to all the needy. He Was 
a profeffor of 1 religion, a worth 
per of God, believi ing in the ~~ 
to the glory of the Father. Such 
was the man, and iuch the cit 
zen Vermont has loit. hibuitine 
to a PRINCE—AL GREAT MAN 


here has fallen. Ver. Pap. 
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We combatted the vulgar no- 
tion, refpecting the efficacy of 
« fleeps,” or the practice of ma- 
cerating feeds in certain mixtures, 
from an opinion, that fuch infu- 
fions would impart to a thin, 
light feed the vigour of a plump 
one. 

The opinion of the frudtifying 
quality of certain mixtures, called 
by Englifh gardeners /leeps, al- 
though prevalent among the 
Romans, countenanced by lord 
Bacon, and {till fupported by the 
practice of moft agriculturifts in 
Europe and America, is never- 
theleis void of folid foundation. 
Experimental philofophy has, in 
this inftance at leaft, correéted the 
theoretical notion of the farmer 
and gardener ; and has taught 
them by a feries of experiments, 
that {teeping feeds in pure water 
is lefs injurious, than in any of 
the mucilaginous, oleaginous, or 
faline mixtures ever invented. 
It was at this flage of our difqui- 
fition, that we glanced at the 
fublime doétrine of mutation, or 
that never-ceafing change or cir- 
culation, through which every 
thing on this evanefcent globe is 
doomed to pafs. Mutability is 
wiitten on every thing in this 
world. Nothing is abfolutely 
fixed ; but all things are deftined 
to a perpetual feries of revolu- 
tions. Even we ourfelves are 
pafling away like a vapour. 

We faid with the learned au- 
thor of the Hermes,* that fubftan- 
ces of every kind either imme- 
diately or mediately pafs one 
lato another, and that reciprocal 
deaths, diffolutions, and digef- 
tions, jupport by turns all fuch 
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T ran , . _ . . 
James Harris, Efq. of Great Britain. 


THE MONTHLY ANTHOLOGY. 





493 


fubftances out of each other. We 
afferted likewife, that every recent 
produétion fhould not be deemed 
an abfolute frefh creation ; but a 
change only, or an unfolding of a 
minute fub{ftance,that before exift- 
ed. Although all things change, 
nothing is loft in creation. The 
fum total of matter in the uni- 
verfe remains perfectly the fame. 
As it was the work of Omnipo- 
TENCE to create fomething out 
of nothing, fo the fame Om- 
nipotence is required to reduce 
any thing back to nothing.t+ 

To fcrutinize how natural 
bodies firff began is a vain at- 
tempt ; but to inquire after 
what manner, when once begun, 
they have been continued, is a 
work fuited to human abilities, 
gratifying to the towering facul- 
ties of reafon, and honourable to 
religion ; provided we fubftitute 
for the difconfolate dorine of 
blind and vague chance, that of 
a fovereign Creator and Legi/- 
lator of the univerfe. 

It is manifeft, that the decay 
of animals increafes the quantity 
of fuch matter, as is fitted to be- 
come the food of vegetables ; 
and vice verfa. Calcareous earth 
is produced by the exuvie of ani- 
mals, e{pecially their fhells, which 
fhells, left at the bottom of the 
ocean, till they become wonder- 
fully accumulated, and fince ele- 
vated by fubmarine fires, confti- 
tute at this day the immeafurable 
{trata of chalk, marble, and lime- 
ftone. The ftrata, incumbent on 
thefe, confilting of coal, iron, 
clay, and marle, are principally 
products of the vegetable king- 
dom. ‘Thus are all thefe ftrata 





+ Bacon. 
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fabricated, circulated, and in the 
courfe of countlefs ages, refabri- 
cated by vegetable and animal 
life. Hence may we not con- 
elude with the modern Lucre- 
TIUs,* that vegetables and ani- 
mals, during their growth, in- 
creafe the _ quantity of matter 
which ts fit, or capable of being 
itted for a ahment of each 
other; while they elaborate a 
part of the materials, of which 
they confift, from the fimple 
elements of hydrogen, nitrogen, 
carbon, phofphorus, and oxygen, 
mto which modern chemiliry has 
refolved them by analytis ? 
This tranfmutation of animal 
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abforbed by the roots of the plant, 
in contact with it. 


Hence, when a monarch or a mufhroom, 
dies, 


Awhile extinct th’ organick matter lies. 


But, as a few fhort hours or years re. 
volve, 
Alchemick powers the changing mak 
diffolve ; 
Born to new life unnumber’d infed; 
pant, 
New duds furround the microfcopick 
peant. Darw. Temple of Natur: 
We fhall fpeak of oxygen the 
bafe of vital air hereafter, and 
only remark now, that it appear: 
from experiments, that oxyge 
giv es feeds their firft determinz- 
tion to germinate ; juft as ts 
fame vivifying principle firit 
cites the movements of life in 2 
bird’s egg. Old feeds, thz 
would not germinate, even m 
the moft favourable foil and fit. 
ation, have been made to vegetat: 
by iprinkling the earth, in which 
they were planted, with water, 
to which w 2s added fome oxyy- 
nated muriatic acid. Garden cre 
es, thus treated, germinated = 
fx hours; while ‘thofe, treated 
with common water, required 
thirty-ix to produce the tam 


fect. Metall ick oxydes or Cac 
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to fhew how the nutriment of 
vegetables is received from the 
earth by the roots of a plant. 

The principal veffels of plants 
are of two kinds, Tubes and Cells. 
The tubes run from the roots to 
the different parts of the plant in 
feparate bundles, communicating 
with each other, but not joining 
and branching, as in animals. 
Thefe tubes contain the fap-juice, 
or chyle of the plant. When 
immerfed in a watery fluid, they 
fill themfelves on the principle, 
fome fuppofe, of capillary tubes ; 
but we rather believe with Fordyce, 
that it is from a power, fimilar 
to the mufcular power in ani- 
mals, by which this abforption 
and all other motions of vegeta- 
bles are performed. 'Thefe tubes 
terminate in cells, which cells con- 
tain the peculiar juices of a plant. 

In the root of a plant certain 
cells furround the tubes, which 
are opened only at the extreme 
point of the fibres; and fluids 
cannot be abforbed by them any 
where elfe The tubes are not 
fimply open at the end of the 
fibres, but there is a particular 
ftructure or configuration, which 
adapts them to abforb fluids ; jo 
that, if the ends of all the fibres 
of the roots of any vegetable be 
cut off, the growth of,that vege- 
table is topped, until a frefh con- 
figuration is formed. § 

As roots can only abforb nu- 
trrment from the points of their 
fibres, the configuration juft men- 
tioned defends the tubes from a 
fuperabundance of water. ‘The 
roots of fome plants will bear a 
greater quantity of moifture, than 





t Cailed by anatomifts anafomofing 


branches. 


§ Fordyce’s Elements of Agricult. 





others. Thofe of aquatick plants 
have a peculiarly firm ftru@ture 
for defending them from the ef- 
fe&ts of long maceration. 
Linnzvus has not rejected the 
idea of fome of the antients, who 
defined a plant to be an inverted 
animal ; for he confiders the 
earth as its ftomach; the roots 
the latteal veflels ; the trunk 
and branches the bones ; and the 
leaves its lungs. There is how- 
ever this difference ; an animal is 
an organized body, nourifhed by 
roots, placed within him A 
plant is an organized body, nour- 
ithed by means of roots or vefiels, 
placed on the outfide of it.| To 
this we may add, that the long 
cylindrical abforbent veffels, which 


‘run from the roots of trees up to 


the caudex of each bud, and 
which enter at the foot-ftalk of 
each leaf, are analogous to the 
thoracick duct and receptaculum 
chyle in animals. 

Every part of a plant, that is 
under ground, is not its root. 
Some vegetables, as the onion, 
the tulip, and all the tribe of 
lilies, terminate in a large bulb. 
But this bulb is not, ftrictly {peak- 
ing, the root ; but the Aybernacu- 
lum or winter-quarters of a fub- 
terraneous bud; as it inclofes 
and protects the embryo plant 
from froft. The radicles or 
ftringy appendages, proceeding 
from the bulb, as in the onion 
and tulip, are in fact the roots ; 
becauie they alone contain thofe 
abiorbent veflels, through which 
is imbibed nutriment from the 
earth.* The abforbents in a 





|} Bonnet’s Contempl. of Nature. 


* The Marquis de St. Simon contro- 
verts this doctrine, and imputes the ab» 
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plant differ from thofe in animals 
in the facility, with which they 
carry fluids either way. Invert a 
plant, and its roots, now in the 
air, will produce leaves ; and its 
branches, now in the ground, will 
fhoot forth into roots, or rather 
radicles, which are ligneous ab- 
forbents. 

The roots of plants exhibit a 
remarkable inftin& in fearching 
for food by creeping towards wa- 
ter, andintoarich foil. The roots 
of plants, fays Bilhop Watfon, are 
known to turn away with a kind 
of abhorrence from whatever they 
meet with, which is hurtful to 
them ; and to defert their ordi- 
nary direction ; and to tend with 
a kind of natural and irrefiftibie 
impulfe towards collections of 
water, placed within their reach.+ 


forbing pewer to the middle part of 
the bulb. 


+ The Lombardy poplars, which orna- 
ment moft of our cities and many of 
our villages, have very extenfive roots, 
running horizontally at a {mall diftance 
from the furface of the ground. They 
creep into wells after water, and 
damage the pavements in the ftreets in 
fearch of nutriment. This growing evil 
will perhaps compel us to eradicate 
thefe handfome trees from the ftreets, 


_ which they at prefent adorn. 








For THe ANTHOLOGY. 


THE DUELLIST—NO. III. 
A rew friend with an old face. 


Mr. Editor, 

FOR the Duellift No. 1. be 
pleafed to refer your readers to 
p. 22 of Monthly Anthology vol. 
I. and to p. 52 for No.ii. ‘Thofe 
numbers are well written, and 
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when I read them, I hoped the 
writer intended to give the pub. 
lick a feries of papers on the fame 
fubject. As it appears that, he 
either never had {uch a defign, or 


_ has abandoned it, I beg the privy. 


ilege of a page or two, for a few 
numbers in the Anthology, to 
bring together fome fentiments 
and facts on the matter of duel. 
ling. I hope you will not deny 
me my requelt, nor your fub. 
{cribers a perufal. I make 
it with a confidence, which | 
fhould not feel, if I were about to 
trouble you and them with any 
thing of my own ; but my fole 
labour and merit will confit in 
collecting for you what has been 
{aid and done by others. In re- 
gard to the extracts and anecdotes 
I may fend you, I fhall have fome 
re{pect to the order of time ; and 
were my learning fufficient, my 
budget fhould make a kind of 
hiftory of the publick opinions 
upon this inhuman prattice. My 
firft communication is 


From THE AMERICAN CITIZEN. 


As the following remarks on 
duelling, and a copy of the edit 
publifhed by Pharamond king of 
the Gauls, againft that practice, in 
the year 420, felected from Faw- 
cett’s admirable Treatife on An- 
ger, may, at this period, afford 
inftruction to the community, | 
tran{mit them to your hand. 


«“ Condemned forever be that 
falfe notion of honour which !- 
troduced, and ftill fupports, the 
practice of duelling. Who can 
think without horrour on two ra- 
tional beings, fettling with cool 
and deliberate preparation, the 
circumftances for murdering each 
other! ‘True courage enables 4 
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man rather to /ufer than to jin ; 
to pafs over an attront rather than 
to deftroy a foul, and plunge a 
man into eternity with all his 
loads of folly and fury about him. 
He that accepts a challenge is 
therefore a coward, dreading the 
reproach of fools more than the 
wrath of heaven ; he that refuf- 
eth a challenge, left he fhould fin 
againit God and injure his neigh- 
bour, defpifing the fhame that 
might be caft upon him by the 
thoughtlefs rabble, is the truly 
valiant man. He who can deny 
the brutal luft of revenge, rather 
than violate the law of love, is 
truly refolute and courageous. 

Mildnefs and fortitude are not 
inconfiftent ; they may dwell to- 
gether in the fame _breaft.—Mo- 
{es confronted Pharoah in his own 
court, not fearing the wrath of 
the king ; yet he was the meekeft 
of all men on the earth, for he 
endured as feeing him who is 
invifible. 

It can never be efteemed, in 
the judgment of fober reafon, an 
initance of wifdom or true cour- 
age for a perfon to hazard his 
life at the mere caprice of an in- 
confiderate and barbarous ruf- 
fan, who neither fears God nor 
repards man. On account of 
{ome mere pun@ilio, fome trifling 
affront, he would take a favage 
pleafure in fpilling my blood, cut- 
ting me off from all my dear fo- 
cial connections, and plunging 
me into eternity In a moment ! 
Shall I put my own welfare and 
that of my parents, my wife, my 
children and other relatives, on a 
level with that of an impetuous 
varbarian who gives mea chal- 
lence ? Becaufe he is defperate 
cnough to rifk his life, thall I put 

Vor. I. No. 11. Ppp 


mine in his hands, and give him 
leave to gratify his brutal humour 
by lodging a ball in my breatt, 
and leave me weltering in my 
blood ? If he has no regard for 
his family, fhall I have none for 
them, nor for my own? What an 
endlefs train of calamities mfght 
they be involved in by a compli- 
ance with the diabolical chal- 
lenge! To give a challenge is 
murderous ; to accept it, is to 
drink into the fame fpirit, fince the 
latter implies a willingnefs either 
to fall a facrifice to the challen- 
ger’s rage, or to imbrue our hands 
in his blood, and perhaps plunge 
his foul into everlafting darkneds. 
He that gives the challenge makes 
an attempt on the life of his fel- 
low creature, and thirfts for his 
blood ; as fuch he isa greater 
enemy to fociety, and commits a 
more flagrant outrage, than he 
that ftops a paffenger on the high- 
way only to take his money from 
him ; for what is a little prefent 
cafh that a man may chance to 
have in his pocket, in comparifon 
with life, precious life, and the 
continued comforts of family and 
friends ? Such a one, therefore, 
ought to be treated as an enemy 
to fociety ; as a difturber of the 
peace, or asa felon. In fucha 
light the mifchievous practice we 
are {peaking of was held by Phar- 
amond, king of the Gauls, whofe 
edict againit duels I beg leave to 
recite. 

‘“ Whereas it has come to cur 
royal notice and obfervation that, 
in contempt of all laws, divine 
and human, it is of late become 
a cuftom among the nobility and 
gentry of this our kingdom, upon 
flight and trivial, as well as great 
and urgent provocations, to In- 
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vite each other into the field, there, 
by their own hands, and of their 
own authority, to decide their 
controverlies by combat; we 
have thought fit to take the faid 
cultom into our royal contidera- 
tron, and find, upon inquiry into 
the *ufual caufes whereon fuch 
fatal decifions have arifen, that 
by this wicked cultom, maugre 
all the precepts of our holy reli- 
gion, and the rules of right rea- 
fon, the greateft act of the human 
mind, forgivene{s of injuries, is 
become vile and fhameful ;_ that 
the rules of good fociety and 
virtuous converfation are hereby 
inverted ; that the loofe, the 
vain, and the impudent infult the 
careful, the difcreet, and the 
modeit ; that all virtue is fup- 
preffed, and all vice fupported, in 
the one act of being capable to 
dare death. We have alfo far- 
ther, with great forrow of mind, 
obferved that this dreadful aétion, 
by long impunity (our royal at- 
tention being employed upon 
matters of more general concern) 
is become honourable, and the 
efufal to engage in it ignomin- 
ious. In thefe our royal cares 
and inquiries, we are yet farthe 
made to underftand, that the 
perfons of moft eminent worth 
and moft hopeful abilities, ac- 
companied with the ftrongeit 
paffion for true glory, are fuch 
as are moft liable to be involved 
in the dangers arifing from this 
licence. Now taking the faid 
premifes into our confideration, 
and well weighing that all fuch 
emerge sncres (w h 
incapable of commanding itielf, 
and when the injury is too fud. ren 
or too exquifite to be borne) are 
particularly provided tor by 


| 


‘a 

. . . | 
aren tiie ,IT 
rein tne mince 


ee 










































498 THE MONTHLY ANTHOLOGY. 


laws heretofore enacted; and 
that the qualities of lefs injuries, 
like thofe of ingratitude, are too 
nice and delicate to come under 
general rules ; we do refolve to 
blot this fafhion, or wantonnefs 
of anger, out of the minds of our 
fubjects, by our royal refolutions 
declared in this edict, as follow: 

“No perfon, who either fends 
or accepts a challenge, or the 
pofterity of either, though no 
death enfues thereupon, fhall be, 
after the publication of this our 
edict, capable of bearing office in 
thefe our dominions. 

‘The perfon who fhall prove 
the Sadian or receiving a chal. 
lenge, fhall receive to his own 
ufe and property, the whole per- 
fonal eftates ot both parties ; and 
their real eftates {hall be immedi- 
ately vefted in the next heir of the 
offenders, in as ample a manner 
as if the faid offenders were actu- 
ally deceafed. 

In cafes where the laws 
(which we have already granted 
to our fubjeéts ) admit of an appeal 
for blood ; when the criminal ts 
condemned by the faid appeal for 
blood ; he fhall not only fuffer 
death, but his whole eftate, real, 
mixed and perfonal, fhali, from 
the hour of his death, be velted 
in the next heir of the perfon 
whole blood he fpilt. 

‘“ That it fhall not hereafter be 
in our royal power, or that of our 
fucceffors, to pardon the faid of- 
fences or reftore the offenders to 
their eftates, honour, or blood 
forever. 

« Given at our court at Blois, 
the 8th of Febru: TY, 420, in the 
fecond year of our reign.”’ 

¥. 
Beften, Sept. 25, 1804. 
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 
‘The letter E. fhould have been affixed 


to the firft piece of criticilm upon 
James i. 17. which was publifhed in 
the Anthology for June, and to that 
alfo in our laft number, as it is to the 
following. See, for the preceding 
part of this feries of criticifm, which 
is here concluded from Europ. Mag. 
Vol. 38. p. $27, the 377, 405, and 
454 pages of our prefent volume. 


JAMES i. 17. 


} e A ~ ~ / 
Tlaca doris ayaby, nas may Owenpect 
a , > / 
avabcy tort. [ tiAgoy 


Every good giving, and every perfect 
gift, is from above. 


THE paflage, thus divided, 
prefents to the reader’s view, an 
hexameter verfe. This peculiar- 
ity has been often noted, and 
has given occafion to various con- 
jectures. ‘That the Apoftle’s at- 
tention fhould have been directed 
towards metrical arrangements, 
or that this verfe fhould have 
been transferred from a pagan 
poet to this place, are fuppotitions 
very improbable. References to 
apagan poet occalionally occur 
in the epiftles of St. Paul. But 
their infertion is fignified by fome 
prefatory remark. Sufficient no- 
tice 1s given to the reader, that 
a quotation is made. He is not 
left in fufpenfe with regard to 
its author or its object. No fuch 
precautions are adopted here. 
Hence it may be inferred, that 
the whole paflage mult be afcrib- 
ed to its infpired penman, and 
that the truths it conveys are not 
derived, but original. If the 
words be fo combined, as to form 
a verie, that combination is in the 
prefent imitance accidental, not 


defigned. The fubjeét-matter is 
of too high an import to be fetch- 
ed from pagan fources. The 
circle of heathen ethicks does not 
comprife it. For here are two 
propofitions, each of which con- 
veys an interefting truth. Every 
perfect gift is from above, and 
every right diftribution of thefe 
gifts is alfo from above. ‘The 
learned and ingenious Dr. Dod- 
dridge, a name not to be men- 
tioned as a Commentator but in 
terms of the higheft refpect, feems 
to have been embarrailed in his 
explanation of this patage. His 
embarraflment arofe from his 
not having rightly conceived the 
force of theie words decors and 
donua. He confidered them as 
fynonimous. He {peaks of dwenpece 
as being felected, becaufe it was 
a founding word. But is it prob- 
able that an infpired writer fhould 
be influenced in the choice of his 
words by their /ound ? E. 








THE RESTORATOR, NO. III. 
From the Palladium, Pol. xvii. No. 30. 


THE poem of Mr. Bloomfield, 
like that of Zhompfon, is divi- 
ded into four parts, fpring, 
fummer, autumn, and winter. 
This is the only point of refem- 
blance, as we cannot, with our 
utmoft diligence, difcover with 
the Editor, either “ flowing num- 
bers, poetick imagery, force of 
thoughts, or livelinefs of imagin- 
ation.”” In all thefe qualities, 
Mr. B. appears wretchedly defi- 
cient. ‘There is, throughout the 
work, a tirefome infipidity both 
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of matter and manner; and to 
read the poem through, without 

much gaping, would require a 

degree of patience, which, we 
acknowledge, we do not poffeds. 
Poetry, which does not interett, 
muft be infufferable; and a 
reader, who can be interefted by 
the Farmer’s Boy, muft have a 
very fingular tafte mdeed. To 
fay, that we like or diflike, is 
nothing to the purpofe. In af- 
fairs of tafte, we fhould confider 
what we ought to like, and what 
is worth likiz ng. Till we can dif- 
criminate between good and bad, 
We are incompetent judges, and 
muit talk as ignorant ly on lite- 
rary fubjects as blind men on the 
ature cf colours. But to the 
poem. 

After an invocation to fome- 
thing (for it does not precifely 
appear what) and fome mention 
of rapiures and ex/te 1CteS, he fays, 


“ Live, trifling incidents,and grace my 
long, 
That to the humbleft menial belong.” 


f: 


able, contrary t to the ufa 

eft poets, he renders 
and a ck. This is one 
Soisitaees of his “ flowing num- 
fo sith praied by the 


js for Giles to do.” 
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iON, as the empire Of Jf es 


unqueftionably oH to Mr. 
Bloomfield and his lap-ttone breth- 


ren. 


* Where on the grafs the fagnant fhower 
had rua, 
And fhone a mirror to the rifing fun.” 


The running of a fagnant fhower 
might be admitted im an ZJrifh 
poem, but cannot be allowed in 
Englifh compofition. But this 
ftagnant fhower, not only runs, but 
runs into a mirror, in which the 
fun, like a modern beau, admires 
his own beauty. This is a fpeci- 
men of the poctick imagery admired 
by the editor. 


“For though luxuriant their grafly 
food.” 
This line is profaic, and faulty 
for the reafon affigned in an ob- 
. . 7 
fervation on the word menial. 
“ The nodding wreat EAR forms 3 
graceful bow.” 


The meaning of this line 1s 
rather beyond our comprehen- 
fion; we therefore leave it to 
the admiration cf thofe who are 
better fkilled than we are, in the 
graceful bows ot a wheat car. 

The whole produéion wants 
intereit, and indeed every thing 
that conftitutes poetry. If Mr. 
Bloomfield, however, is to be rank- 
ed with the Eng/ifh poets, we mutt 
place him with Phillis Wheatly 
and Stephen Duck.—Wh 
mong thefe minor poets, he ought 
to be ftationed firft or laft, m: 
be a difputable foint.- In mere 
verfification, he is cert ainly in- 
feriour to them ; and 1 what can 
we think of Mr. Lof?’s ear, when 
he praifes a writer forthe “ flow 
ing harmony of his numbers,” 
vw bo makes poor rhyme ve ith mn 
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on with one, morn with dawn, war 
with roar, wrath with earth, &c. 
The public tafte muft be vitia- 
ted indeed, if it can endure fuch 
trafh as this. ‘The approbation 
of block-heads may properly be 
conferred ‘on the produdtions of 
block-heads. But writers of rep- 
utation fhould be careful how 
they praife or cenfure inconfid- 
erately, as their opinions have in- 
trinfick weight, and it is greatly in 
their power to give currency to 
a worthlefs publication, or to 
check the progrefs of a good one. 
We hope that this confideration 
will have its due effect on the 
author of the Port Folio, and on 
all others, whofe unqueftionable 
talents are acknowledged by the 
publick. Such works as Mr. 
Bloomfield’s would fall, as they 
ought, dead-born from the prefs, 
if left to their own merits. ‘The 
injudicious praife of good wri- 
ters, conferred, probably without 
examination, on productions of 
this kind, can tend only to cir- 
culate folly, and corrupt the pub- 
lick tafte. We hear that feveral 
editions of this poem are prepar- 
ing in different parts of the U- 
nion; and a New-York book- 
feller propofes inferting it in a 
large volume, defigned as a fe- 
quel to Knox’s elegant extrads. 
This man’s profpeétus has been 
pubsitied in the Port Folio ; and 
t the defign be executed as pro- 
pofed, the volume will be as 
itrange a mixture of the fublime 
and bombatlick, of the good and 
bad, of the elegant and the vul- 
gar, as ever proceeded from a 
preis. We have native nonfenfe 
enough among us without im- 
} ting foreign abfurdities ; if we 


choofe to employ an Englifh 
fhoemaker, let us employ him to 
make fhoes for us and not poems. 
Ne futor ultra crepidam, \ is an old 
proverb. The text is in Horace. 
We leave Mr. Bloomfield and his 
admirers to make the commen- 
tary. 








THE SOLDIERS. 
A BRITISH TALE. 


(Continued from page 445.) 


Serina had much fenfibility, 
refinement of tafte, and all the 
natural animation of youth; as 
yet, fhe had been feldom in mixed 
fociety ; the fupremacy of necef- 
fity, to which all muft bend, now 
impelled her into that of two 
young men, whofe perfons were 
elegant and attracting, and their 
manners fafcinating ; but of 
whofe morals and principles her 
mother had had but fhort experi- 
ence. It wasacritical moment; 
its importance had been the fub- 
jet of Mrs. M.’s reflection fince 
fhe knew her houfe was to be 
their abode. 

‘The jealous perception of pa- 
rental anxiety faw danger, and in 
filence pondered on the wifeft 
mode of preventing its effects. 
She knew the more we elevate an 
obje&t, the more diminutive it 
appears to our optick powers ; 
and by analogy fhe judged the 
mental perception; and _ this 
reafoning led her to colour her 
defcription fo highly, that Seli- 
na’s firft impreflion might not be 
too deep. 

Not an obfervation nor queftion 
of her’s was immaterial to her 
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mother ; fhe refle&ted on them, 
in order to difcover their ftimulus, 
that fhe might draw correé& con- 
clufions, and by unwearied vigi- 
lance fhe became the main {pring 
of her daughter’s actions. She 
{fcarcely thought without leave, 
while ithe contidered herfelf as a 
free agent, following the fponta- 
neous wiihes of her heart. 

The day the ladies had refolv- 
ed to dine in the library, Mrs. M. 
invited Rodolpho and Theriton 
to join them at dinner. Unile/s 
invited, it had been arranged for 
them always to have feparate ta- 
bles. Mrs. M. gave Selina no 
particular directions for her con- 
du& to our foldiers. She wifhed 
her manner to be unconitrained, 
the fair refult of her feelings. It 
was a trial fhe had never pafled ; 
3t might exhibit traits of character 
yet undifcovered even by her vig- 
slant mother ; they might merit 
applaufe, or require correction ; 
in cither cafe to kuow them was 
defirable. | 

Our qualities and difpofitions 
are called out by circumitances. 
Many latent propenfities, and 
even virtues, may become extin¢ 
in the mind, becaufe the combi- 
nation of contingencies have not 
excited them to action. 

It was a telt to try her fenfi- 
bility by 3. it would exhibit nat- 
ural diicretion, or betray innate 
levity, and give her mother an 
Opportunity of deciding on a 
conduct moit likely to infure her 
faicty and happinefs; by fuch 
adoption only are we enabled to 
draw correct conclufions of youth- 
ful propentities, when tive heart 
is impelled to a trial of the paf- 
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Leffons of caution and moral. 
ity are often rendered ulelefs, not 
to fay more, by a premature de. 
livery ; they lock up the avenues 
to the heart, introduce a fpurious 
caution inftead of the genuine, 
and give the firit leflon of decep- 
tion. To judge of youthful in. 
dications, previous to the charac- 
ter’s fixing, on every firit trial of 
the paffions or difpofitions, when 
a new fcene opens to their view, 
nature fhould aé& unfettered. Her 
operations fhould be vigilantly at- 
tended to, corrected or encourag- 
ed, before new ideas, excited by 
novel fcenes, are too deeply im- 
prefled ; then the voice of wif- 
dom will be heard with effec 
from a judicious Mentor. And, 
believe a veteran, my young 
friends, her precepts lead to hap- 
pinefs immarceffible. 

The firft introduction of Selina 
to the foldiers gave birth to no 
violent emotion in_ her heart, 
as her mother predicted ; the 
met them with unembarrafled 
eafe, and the blufh that tinged 
her cheek was the bloom of deli- 
cacy, that the fight of a ftianger 
at all times excited. 

The highly coloured picture 
her mother had drawn of our 
friends was not realifed to her in- 
fiated imagination by the coup- 
d’ceil, it was a faded refemblance 
only ; fhe difcovered nought that 
difpleafed, yet her fancy was not 
fatisfied ; fhe was in fearch for 
the harmony of perfection in per- 
fon, and feraphick intelligence oi 
mind, that the deceptions of imag- 
ination, aided by faétitious defcrip- 
tion, had led her to expect. ‘There 
was a deficiency fhe felt, but could 
not define. 
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In truth, the tinge of romance 
her mother purpofely drefled 
the youthful heroes in made her 
faftidious ; a tranfient feeling of 
difappointment darkened her per- 
ceptions—the fought for defects 
inftead of beauties, and though 
{he difcovered none, fhe perfuad- 
ed herfelf they exifted, and was 
diffatisfied. 

Such are the natural feelings 
of thofe, who fuffer their imagin- 
ation to take the lead. In iim- 
ilar fituations, as in the one rela- 
ted, it might be politick in defign, 
and efficient in effect ; but there 
is fcarcely another where it would 
not be injurious. : 

The familiarity of good breed- 
ing, and the cordiality of fenti- 
ment, {oon gave an intereft to the 
meeting of our party. Mrs. Mar- 
fhall had unlimited powers of 
converfation, her information was 
extenfive, and her language gave 
an intereft to the moft trifling 
{ubjects, by a happy adaptation. 

Rodolpho was eminently qual- 
ified to join, there were tew points 
of literature or fcience that he 
could not difcufs with claflical 
correctnefs ; and fubjects of tafte 
and fentiment he embellifhed with 
the unfophifticated graces of man- 
ly eloquence. 

Therfton was lively, his judg- 
ment had not the maturity, the 
peripicacity of Rodolpho; but he 
Was ingenuous, vivacious, pofieff- 
eda tatte for the fine arts, and 
the moft playful fafcinating man- 
her that can be imagined. He 
tole into the heart unperceived, 
and while you were only laugh- 
ing at his {prightly fallies, that 
Would be forgotten the moment 
after utterance, you became at- 
tached to the man, 
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There is fomething inexpreffi- 
bly attractive in fuch an aflem- 
blage, when integrity is the bafe 
of their erection. Selina increaf- 
ed the harmony, beauty, and 
{fprightlinefs of the quartetto. 
She was the magnet that attra¢t- 
ed and influenced, and to which 
they were all obedient. She reg- 
ulated their evening amufements ; 
for they were in a fhort time do- 


mefticated with Mrs. Marthall. 
(Zo be continued.) 








For THE ANTHOLOGY. 
Mr. Editor, 

AS an advocate for the rifing 
character of the Anthology, lam 
forry to fee any thing aiterted in 
it that will not ftand the teft of 
{crutiny. I allude now to an opin- 
ion expreffed in the ResroraTor 
No. 2, in your latt, refpecting the 
merit of Sir Richard Blackmore asa 
poet. The writer fays, “This work 
is edited by Capel Loft, a demo- 
tick lawyer, who appears to have 
as little relifh for true poetry as 
Locke the great metaphyfician, or 
Newton the great philofopher. The 
former pronounced Sir R. Black- 
more the beft poet in England, 
though he was incomparably tHE 
worst.”’—I was indeed grieved 
to find fuch an affertion in any 
reputable American publication, 
and am therefore induced to at- 
tempt the jultification of the cpin- 
ion of “ the great metaphylfician,” 
and maintain one I have long en- 
tertained, that Blackmore was one 
of the beft poets of Great-Britain. 

I can bring ample evidence to 
prove that Sir Richard Blackmore 
was amiable as a man, refpectable 
as a phyfician, exemplary as a 
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chriftian, and maferly as a poet. 
In a word, that he was a bright: 
conitellation of genius and vir- 
tue. I believe I fhall be able to 
fupport my opinion of the merit 
of Blackmore by adducing in evi- 
dence the judgment of the two 
belt criticks England ever pro- 
duced, Fohnfon and Add:i/on. 

Of Blackmore’s poem on **Cre- 
ATION” Fobnfon fays, that ‘ it 
‘ wants neither harmony of num- 
‘bers, accuracy of thought, nor 
‘elerance of diction. Its two 
‘conitituent parts, fays he, are 
‘ratiocination and defcription. 
‘« To reafon in verfe, is allowed to 
“be difficult ; but Blackmore 
‘not only reafons in verfe, but 
‘very often reafons poet oe 
‘ and finds the art of uniting or 
‘nament with ttrength, and eafe 
‘ wey clofenefs. This is a ikill 
‘which Poge might have conde- 
ended to learn from him, when 

e needed it fo much in his 
‘Moral Effays 

‘In his re both of life 
‘and nature, the poet and the 

i her happily co-operate ; 

recommended by eie- 

ce, and elegance fuitained 
‘by truth.’ 

‘In the ftru€ure and order of 
‘the poem (on Cr BATION )s not 
nly t he greater parts are prop- 
‘erly con! ecutive, ol the didac- 
‘ tick and illuitrative paragraphs 
‘ are fo happily mingled, t that la- 
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Addifon, in his admirable crit. 
ique on the feventh book of Mii. 
ton’s Paradife ife Loft, the fubjec& of 
which is Creation, {peaks thus of 
Blackmore’s poem : 

‘TI cannot conclude this book 
upon the creation, without men- 
tioning a poem which has lately 
‘ appeared under that title. The 
work was undertaken with ff 
good an intention, and is execu. 
‘ted with fo great a mattery, that 
‘it deferves to be looked upon as 
‘one of the moft ufeful and noble 
‘ productions in our Englifh verf. 
‘ The reader cannot but be pleaf. 
‘ed to find the depths of philof. 
‘ophy enlivened with all the 
charms of poetry, and to {fee i 
great a ftrength of reafon 2. 
‘ midit fo beautiful a redundancy 
ot the imagination. The author 
hasihewn usthat defign in all the 
‘ works of Nature, which necei- 
farily leads us to the knowledge 
‘of its firft caufe. In fhort, he 
‘has illuftrated, by numberleis 
‘and inconteftible inftances, that 
divine wifdom, which the fon of 
‘ Strach has fo nobly afcribed to 
the Supreme Being in the forma- 
‘tion of the world, when he tells 
‘us that, “ He created her, and faw 
“ her, and numbered her, and poured 
‘© her out upon all his works.’’+ 

I hope the writer in your la! 
number is by this time ready to 
i fs his errour, and willing to 
atone for his unjutt venfare, by 
publithing extracts from Black- 
more’s * CreaTion”’ in the Pal- 
ladium and in the Antholog 
where the attack was firft made. 

A Lover feel 
and ferious Po 





+ See SpeClator No. 339. 
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The following poem is from the pen 
of George Herbert, brother of Edward, 
lord Hertert, of Shropfhire, England. 
He was born 1593, and died at the’ 
age of 42. From various notices of 
this excellent divine, it appears, that 
he was equally illuftrious for his piet 
and tafte, as for his birth and emi- 
nence in the church. Of his judg- 
ment lord Bacon, it is faid, had fo 
high an opinion, as to fuffer none of 
his works to be publithed, until they 
had pailed the infpection of Herbert. 
We think no young man of good 
feclings can read unmoved thefe de- 
yout monitions. However difpofed 
he may be to fmile.at the old fafhion- 
ed guaintaefs of the poet, he will 
fecretly reverence the wifdom of the 
faint. 


THE CHURCH PORCH. 


Perirrhanterium. 


THOU whofe fweet youth and early 
hopes inhance 
Thy rate and price, and mark thee for 
a treafure ; 
Hearken unto a Verfer, who may 
chance 
Rhyme thee to good, and make a bait 
of pleafure. 
A verfe may finde him, who a fer- 
mon flies, 
And turn delight into a facrifice. 


Beware of luft: it doth pollute and foul 

Whom God in Baptifme wafht with his 
own bloud. 

It blots thy leffon written in thy foul ; 

The holy lines cannot be underftood. 

How dare thofe eyes upona Bible look, 

Much leile towards God, whofe luft is 

all their book ? 


Wholly abftain, or wed. Thy bounte- 
ous Lord 

Allows thee choice of paths: take no 
by-wayes ; 


Vol. I. No. Il. Oaqq 


But gladly welcome what he doth afford; 


Not grudging that thy luft hath bounds 
and ftayes. 
Continence hath his joy: weigh 
both ; and fo 


If rottenneffe have more, let heaven go. 


If God had laid all common, certainly 
Man would have been th’inclofer : but 
fince now 
God hath impal’d us, on the contrary 
Man breaks the fence, and every ground 
will plough. 
O what were man, might he him- 
felf mifplace ! 
Sure to be crofle he would fhift feet 
and face. 


Drink not the third glaffe, which thou 
canft not tame, 

When once it is within thee; but before 

Mayft rule it, as thou lift: and poure 


the fhame, 
Which it would poure on thee, upon 
the floore. 
It is moft juft to throw that on the 
ground, 


Which would throw me there, if I 
keep the round. 


He that is drunken, may his mother kill 

Bigge with his fifter: he hath loft the 
reins, 

Is outlaw’d by himfelf: all kinde of ill 

Did with his liquour flide into his veins. 

The drunkard forfeits Man, and 


doth deveft 
All worldly right, fave what he hath 

by Beatt. 

Shall I, to pleafe anothers wine-{prung 
minde, 

Lofe ail mine own? God hath giv’n me 
a meafure 

Short of his canne, and bodie: muft I 
finde 


A pain in that, wherein he findes 2 
pleafure ? 
Stay at the third glaffe: it thou lofe 
thy hold, 
Then thou art modeft, and the wine 
grows bold. 
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If reafon move not Gallants, quit the 
room, 
(All in a fhiwrack fhift their feverall 
way) 
Let not a common ruine thee intombe : 
Be not a beaft in courtefie; but ftay, 
Stay at the .third cup, or forgo the 
place. 
Wine above all things doth Gods 
{tamp deface. 


{To be continued.) 


[From the Repertory, Vol. I. No. 108.] 


We infert the following production 
from the pen of a poet and a fcholar, 
with much fatisfaction, and fhall ever 
be happy to recognize the hand wri- 
ting of our Correipondent. It is a 
handfome tranflation of the Eres 
Drapétés of Moichus. 


CUPID RUN AWAY. 
Tranflated from the Greek of Mofchus. 


Wuerse, where, is my fon? exclaim’d 
Venus aloud. 
Tell me, whither my darling has 
flown ? 
Has the runaway mixt on the road with 
the crowd, 
Jr wander'd away all alone ? 


To the finder a grateful reward there 
fhall be, 
A kifs, for the boy I deplore ; 
But if you return him in fafety to me 
Courteous ftranger! expect fome- 
thing more. 


Diftinguith’d midft thoufands the boy 
you could name, 
Weill known by his air, form, and 
fize : 
Not white is his fkin, but refulgent as 
flame, 


And fiery and keen are his eves. 


. Maca 


oo ee 
. his voice all-melodious ftea!s on 
the ear, 


far {weceter than honev its 


1oun d- 


Oh! beware how you credit a word 
that you hear, 
He is falfe, and but plotting to wound. 


Should paffion inflame him, moft cruel 
his ire, 
Though conceal’d by a treacherous 
{mile ; 
His mifchievous fport will your heart 
fet on fire, 
For the traitor delights to beguile, 


His head with foft ringlets of auburn is 
deckt, 

Health breathes on his afpect a glow; 
Small, though nervous his hands, which 
the fhaft can direct, 

To the regions of Pluto below. 


His perfon is naked, though cover'd 
his mind, 
He is wing’d like a bird of the air ; 
Now he flies to affail unfufpecting man- 
kind, 
And now lights on the hearts of the 
fair. 


Though the bow, Lilliputian, he bears 
in his hand, 
Small his quiver and arrows to 
view— 
Not the wounds can the gods, though 
immortal, withftand, 
He has pierc’d even me through and 
through. 


But though the dread authors of terri- 
ble woes, 
Thefe arms of the mifchievous elf, 
The diminutive flambeau he waves as 
he goes, 
Has fet fire to Apollo himielf. 


tind him faft, though his eyelids in 
forrow fuffufe, 
Nor, e’en though he laugh, let him 
flip : 
Should he offer to kifs you, the ofler 
refule— 
For poifon diftils from his lip. 
Should he fav—take this bow, and thefe 
arrows of mine, 
This quiver too, if you defire— 
Touch them not; but the dangerous 
prefents decline, 
For his arms are all pregnant with fire- 
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The Mifcellaneous Works of David 
Humphreys, Efg. late Minifler 


Plenipotentiary to the Court of 


Madrid. New-York. T. & J. 
Swords. 8vo. 


Porrry is faid to flourifh, 
previoufly to other arts, in the 
infancy of fociety ; to attain ele- 
gance and correétnefs in its mid- 
dle age ; and thence, in its de- 
cline, to degenerate into the auge 
cemoré, the tinkling trifles of mere 
verfifyers. 

In the childhood of focial life, 
when language is barren and 
poor, men of {trong feelings are 
compelled, from defeé& of phra- 
jeology, to exprefs their ideas by 
metaphor. Hence their minds 
receive a poetical caft, and fupe- 
riour geniufes {tart up, who, as 
mf{pired by the Epick, Lyrick, or 
Dramatick Mufe, celebrate the 
martial exploits of their country- 
men, tune the lyre to the praifes 
of their gods or their mi(trefs, or 
awaken ifympathy, or excite mer- 
riment, by theatrical reprefenta- 
tions. Sublimity and originality 
are commonly the diftinguifhed 
excellences of thefe elder bards. 

As the focial flate improves, 
language becoming more enlarg- 
ed, and more accurately defined, 
Precifion and elegance mark the 
Writers of a polifhed age. From 
this period Poetry generally de- 
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“ By fair difcuffion truths immortal find.” 





clines, and fucceeding votaries of 
the Mufes, finding all the beft 
avenues to fame pre-occupied by 
their predeceflors, ftrike out a 
new path, in purfuing which they 
are entangled in affectation and 
fuftian, in antithefis and pun. 

The poetical hiltory of Greece, 
Rome, France, and England, 
will confirm the juiinefs of thefe 
remarks. But as, in reviewing 
productions in the Englifh lan- 
guage, we have no immediate 
concern with ancient literature, 
or with French, we thall briefly 
review the progrefs of letters in 
England only. 

Chaucer is the father of En- 
glifh poetry, and firft introduced 
a clailick tafte into the country, 
though there are ftrong objec- 
tions to the immoral tendency of 
his writings. But no great im- 
provement was made in litera- 
ture, till the reign of Elizabeth, 
when Shakefpeare, Spenfer, and 
Hooker produced their immortal 
works, and proved that neither 
in imagination in poetry, nor in 
judgment in profe, were our an- 
ceftors inferiour to the ancients. 
But our language was not brought 
to perfection till the reign of 
queen Anne, the Auguftan age 
of England, when a hoit of wri- 
ters arofe of fuperiour excellence. 
Since that period, Poetry has 
been on the decline, and with 
fome few exceptions, nothing has 
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been produced in the art, likely 
to obtain the wreath of immor- 
tality. 

As the firft European fettlers in 
America were Englifhmen, and in 
a ftate of confiderable civilization 
on their arrival, though we may 
call America a new country, we 
cannot, with ftri@ propriety, call 
its European inhabitants a new 
people. Their manners, habits, 
and laws were entirely Englifh, 
and every ditference, which may 
now fubfift between the two coun- 
tries, may have arifen from the 
jong prevalence of republican hab- 
its (for the habits of the eaftern 
{tates were republican even un- 
der the government of the parent 
country) and from the influence 
of our independent religious in- 
ftitutions. 

It is not furprifing then, that 
an Englifh colony, feeking liberty 
in a wildernefs, and neceflarily 
attentive to procure the means of 
fubfiftence, fhould produce no 
great poets. 

As our opulence increafed, we 
were fatisfied with importing 
books, without producing any of 
our own; and had we even 
courted the Mufes, it is probable 
that we fhould have been what 
the Englifh now are, mere im- 
itators, fince the age of good En- 
glilh poetry was paft. 

In reviewing therefore an A- 
merican. poem, it would not be 
fair to judge it by the ftandard 
bards of the Auguftan age of 
England, becaufe their own 
rnodern poets, if judged by that 
ftandard, will make but an in- 
different figure. But if we judge 
the poetical produétions of Colo- 
nel Humphreys by thofe of his 
own countrymen, he will appear 
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in no inferiour rank amidft the 
bards of Columbia. 

The volume contains fome 
treatifes in profe, among which 
is the life of Colonel Putnam. 
This interefting piece of biogra- 
phy we have read with great 
pleafure, and we firongly re. 
commend its perufal, convinced 
that it cannot fail of pleating, 
fince well authenticated facts are 
fo happily defcribed, as to refem- 
ble ali the agreeable wildnets of 
romance. 

The principal poems are writ- 
ten on the following fubjects, 
On the happinefs of America. 
On the future glory of the United 
States. On the indultry of the U- 
nited Stxtes of America. On the 
love of country. On the death of 
General Wathington, the volume 
commencing with an Addrets to 
the American armies during the 
revolution. 

The reader will perceive from 
thefe fubjeéts, that the Colonel ts 
an ardent friend of his country, 
and, what is not lefs to his praife, 
his fentiments throughout the 
volume proclaim him an excel- 
lent and worthy man. 

As from the nature of the fub- 
jects, there muit neceflarily be a 
degree of famenefs in the poems, 
we fhall not charatterize them 
feparately, which might prove 
tedious to the reader, but extract 
fuch paflages, as may belt ac- 
quaint him with the author’s 
manner. 


As when dark clouds, from Andes’ 
towering head, 

Roll down the fkies, and round the 
horizon f{pread, 

With thunders fraught, the blackening 
tempeft fails, : 

And burfts tremendous o’er Peruviat 
vales ; 
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%o broke the ftorm on Concord’s fatal 


plain ; 
There fell our brothers, by fierce ruf- 
fians flain. p- 8. 


Thefe lines are poetical, though 
fome may think the fkirmifh at 
Concord too trifling to be intro- 
duced by fo tremendous a fimile. 
The word ‘affine is perhaps a 
little too harih. 


In mortal breafts fhall hate immortal 
laft ? 

Albion, Columbia, foon forget the paft. 

In friendly intercourfe your interefts 
blend. 

From common fires your gallant fons 
defcend, 

From free-born fires in toils of empire 
brave. 

‘Tis yours to heal the mutual wounds 

e gave ; 

Let thofe be friends whom kindred 
blood allies, 

With language, law’s, religion’s holieft 
ties. p- 40. 


Thefe lines contain correét fen- 
timent, and found politicks. In- 
dividuals, after a battle, always 
fhake hands, to fhow that they 
have no malice, and great nations 
purfue the fame line of condutt. 
An unforgiving temper is the 
mark, equally of a little low 
mind, and of a hard unchriftian 
heart. 


Thou child of heaven and earth, a 
{tream divine 

From the firft fountain feeds your veins 
and mine. 

O man, my brother, how, by blood allied, 

Swells in my breaft the fympathetick 
tide ? 

Shall I not with thee well, not work 
thy good, 

Deaf to the endearing cries of kindred 
blood ? 

What! fhall my foul, involved in mat- 
ter denfe, 

(Ob-dur’d this bofom, and benumb’d 

this fenfe,) 


Lofe, grateful Sympathy, thy genial ray, 

Quench’d in the dampnefs of this cruft 
of clay? 

No, give me, heaven, affections quick, 
refined, 

The keen emotions, that entrance the 
mind ; 

What youthful bards, what ardent lov- 
ers feel, 

The lover’s rapture and the patriot’s 
zeal ; 

The zeal, that aims humanity to blefs, 

O, let me feel, and, what I feel, exprefs. 


With feelings not Iefs ftrong thaw 

others born, 

Affected fenfibility 1 fcorn. 

Nor finds my breaft benevolence or joy, 

By generalifing feeling to deftroy. 

I hate that new philofophy’s ftrange 
plan, 

That teaches love for all things more 
than man ; 

To love all mortals, fave our friends 
alone, 

To hold all countries dearer than our 
OWN ; 

To take no intereft in the prefent age, 

Rapt to the unborn with philofophick 
rage ; 

To make the tutor’d eyes with tears 
o’erflow, 

More for fictitious than for real woe. 


Then let my breaft more pure fenfa- 
tion’s prove, 
And on juft objects fix appropriate love ; 
Firft on that God, whofe wondrous 
works I fcan, 
Next on the nobleft of his creatures, 
man. p- 129. 


We have made this long quo- 
tation rather from the excellence 
of its fenfe, than from the fupe- 
riority of its poetry. The 
author fhows himfelf here a dif 
ciple of the old and true fchool, 
and no friend to the fantaftick and 
pernicious doétrines of the new. 

Having thus far pointed out 
the excellences of thefe poems, it 
remains now that we fhould pro- 
ceed to take notice of their faults. 
This invidious and unpleafing 
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tafk is always painful, but by no 
means the leaft neceffary, or ufe- 
ful part of criticiim. 


While undorz ages rife, and call you bleft. 
p- 15. 1. 346, 
The uwrtavnred foreft bowed beneath their 
toil. p. 17. 1. 422. 
Unbounded deferts anénown charms af- 
fume. p- 18.4 453. 
Their wunxcomb’d locks loofe floating on the 
wind. p. 56. 2. 280. 
Our inzate fprings and energies of foul. 
p. 104. 1. 266. 
The epithets, here marked 
with italicks, have all the accent 
on the penultimate, contrary to 
the practice of the belt Englifh 
authorities. Thefe authorities 
we are bound to obferve, whillft 
we employ the language, as we 
have no American ftandard. If 
every one has a right to accent 
as he pleafes, and ufe whatever 
words are current among his af- 
fociates, unknown to good 
authors, as Noah Webfter and 
other conceited innovators affert, 
the language will foon degene- 
rate mto a Babylonith dialed, 
and be fit only for the loweft of 
the populace. If the reader 
fhould think thefe remarks on 
words trifling, let him remember, 
that a falfe quantity in poetry is 
as great an offencc, as a falfe 


o ~ 
concord in proie. 


r drag the zr/d beat ftruggling from 
his den. p- 11. 4. 426. 
The tzae brute fheltered, &c. &c. 
p- 32. 1. 198. 
And eft beneath the droad moon’s paler 
day. p- 32. 1. 217. 
Saw ye the fr-/6 blood where it bub- 
bhng broke. p- 53. 1. 85. 
The green waves blacken, &c. 
he d/ack fides wrapt in flame, &c. 
p- 58. 1. 298. 
The rant grafs ruftling, kc. p. 60.1. 361. 
Athwert the tel! fhrowds, &c. 
p- 106. /. 368. 


ANTHOLOGY. 


How teems the fre mould, &e. 


p- 111. 2. 357, 
The broad fun rifen, &c. p. 174. 2. 383, 


And clip his dim orb, &e. p. 184. 1.772, 


In thefe lines, the emphatick 
word, in every inftance, is the 
adjective, contrary to the ufage 
of the beft writers, and the ob- 
vious laws of propriety ; becaufe 
the fubftantive is evidently of 
more importance than the epi- 
thet. Churchill, in his Rofciad, 
cenfures this impropriety in the 
delivery of a player. 

“To epithets allots empbatick ftate, 
“ Whilft principals ungrac’d, like lac- 
queys, wait.” 


Swords turn’d to fhares, and war te 
rural toil, 

The men, who faved, now cultivate the 
foil. 

In no heroick age, fince time began, 

Appear’d fo great the majefty of man. 


His ardent attachment to his 
country doubtlefs betrayed the 
author into this affertion, which is 
not ftriétly conformable with the 
truth of hiftory. The foldiers 
both of Greece and Rome, in the 
zenith of their republicanifm, 
were citizens, levied, by the exec- 
utive, to ferve during the exifting 
war, and were difcharged on its 
termination. Cincinnatus was 
fummoned from the plough to 
be invefted with the infignia ot 
a Dictator, which, after having 
accomplifhed the wifhes of his 
country, he laid afide, and re- 
turned to the plough. Is the 
majelty of man lefs apparent in 
this celebrated Roman, than in 
our general ? 


The obftructed path, beneath the fre- 


guent tread, 
Yields a fmooth chryftal to the flying 


freed. 
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Tis then full oft, in arts of love erray’d, 
The amorous ftripling courts his future 
bride. p- 33. b. 218. 


The rhimes are here incorreét, 
the laft couplet infufferable. 


In quivering fear, with grief exquifite, 
mourn. p- 100. 7. 142. 


There is no inftance in Englifh 
poetry of the accent, in exqui/ite, 
being placed, as it is here, on the 
penultimate. It is always placed 
on the antepenultimate, as in this 
line of Dryden, 


“In jewels fet, and exguifitely gay.” 


No cynick bard from Jicit joys reftrains. 
p- 104. i. 280. 

There is no fuch word as /icit, 

and we cannot allow the author, 

re{fpectable as he is, to coin lan- 

guage. Ji/ficit is an authorized 


word, and yet, in no degree bet- 
ter than unlawful. 


Soon would my fong, like fongs of 
Tirteus old. 


This is the firft time that we 
ever faw the old martial bard de- 
graded toa diffyllable, and we 
hope that it will be the laftt. A 
dipthong may be revolved, by 
diersfis, into two vowels, but a 
dipthong and a vowel cannot by 
any fyrenefis be contracted into 
one fyllable. T'ydeus may be ei- 
ther a diffyllable, or a triflyllable, 
but Tyrteus muft be the latter, be- 
caule the penultimate is a dipth- 
Ong.  Tuglass, or as the Latins 
Write it Zyrteus, cannot be lefs 
than three fyllables, and the fec- 
ond fyllable muft be long. 

Having thus reviewed the po- 
etry of this volume, we recom- 
mend it to the reader, notwith- 
lianding thefe flight faults, which 


are common to almoft all modern 
poets, as the work of an appar- 
ently good and fenfible man, and 
true American. It would be 
abfurd to compare him with the 

.great poets of England, nor 
would the author himfelf tolerate 
fuch grofs flattery. But on the 
American Parnaflus he makes no 
mean figure. If he has lefs fire 
than Dwight, he has alfo lefs 
{moke ; if he has lefs accuracy 
than Barlow, he has alfo lefs 
coldnefs. His firft poem we think 
his beft ; and the comparative 
inferiority of the others may be 
reafonably accounted for, by their 
being compofed in foreign coun- 
tries, where, for many years, the 
author enjoyed few opportunities 
of converfing in his own lan- 
guage. 

We have endeavoured, in our 
remarks, to be at once candid and 
juft, and hope, that, in cena 
the author, we have given no of- 
fence to the man, for whofe char- 
acter and talents we entertain the 
higheft refpet. The volume 
comprizes nearly 400 o¢tavo pa- 
ges, is printed on woven paper 
and with a neat type, and orna- 
mented with a neat engraving of 
the author, generally efteemed a 
good likeneds. 


—_eor-l- > 


fn Addrefs, delivered before the 
Members of the Maffachufetts 
Charitable Fire Society, at their 
anniverfary meeting, Fune I, 
1804. By Edward Gray, Efq. 
Bofton.’ Ruffell & Cutler. 


Svo. pp. 15. 


THOUGH the love of money 
be one of the ftrongeft of humaa 
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paffions, no eloquence is fo gen- 
erally interelting, as that which 
is exerted to obtain relief for the 
unfortunate, and no {fatisfaction 
fo perfeét as that, which refults 
from the remembrance of diftrefs 
which we have alleviated. ‘The 
purpofe of forming the aflociation 
before which the addrefs of Mr. 
Gray was delivered, was “ to re- 
lieve fuch as may fuffer by fire, and 
to itimulate genius te ufeful dif- 
coveries, tending to fecurelivesand 
property from deftruction by that 
element.”’ ‘The inftitution is de- 
ferving of the patronage which 
it has liberally received. 

After an introduction explana- 
tory of the object of the iociety, 
Mr. G. proceeds to illuftrate the 
remark, that, “* from human cal- 
amities, however numerous and 
melancholy, emanate moft of our 
virtues. From War, that patri- 
ottifm which devotes a man to 
death for his country. From 
P-flilence, the generous fympathy 
which fees no danger of con- 
tavion in watching the fick man’s 
bed. From Famine that gene- 
rolity which divides the morfel 


with a ftarving friend. From 


Fire, thofe exertions which, at 
the rifk of life, often fnatch the 
victim from a burning grave.” 
He then propofes, ‘* without re- 
peating, what ‘has been faid on 
the fubject of benevolence, in the 
cafe of fire, but itil keeping in 
view the object of the day, to take 
a general but diitinct view of the 
mileries of life, of which fire is, 
indeed, a terrible part.”’ 

¥rom the catalogue of human 
calamities, he has felected ** £x- 
ternal war, internal commotion, fam- 
Ine, prftilence, defpotick rule, national 


decline, and fire.’ Elis refledticns 


on each of thefe are few, but ap. 
propriate and interefting. The 
ftyle is fuited to the fubje&t ; and 
though it do not, in any inftance, 
rile to the fublime, it is through. 
out perfpicuous ; and is neither 
{woln by affectation, nor de. 
graded by meannels. ‘The punc- 
tuation is erroneous. 

The concluding paragraph was 


a happy appeal to the fympathy 
of thofe who heard it. 


From whom, my refpectable au- 
ditors, can this fociety folicit relief for 
fufferers by fire, more properly than 
from you ; whe mourn the lofs of no 
relation flain in war—who lament no 
brother fallen by a brother’s hand, by 
internal commotion—who have heard of 
famine, but never felt it—who for years 
have not known peftilence—whofe excel. 
lent national conftitution and govern- 
ment fecures you from long de/potick rule 
—whofe country is increafing in wealth 
and population; but, alas! whofe def- 
tiny conftantly calls you to fPruggle with 


fire. Whatever be your fituation in 


life, (fo various are its changes,) that, 
perhaps, what you give liberally to-day, 
you will, hereafter, joyfully receive ; or, 
if not yourfelves, perhaps thofe equally 
dear to you, your children ; or, if nei- 
ther, ftill your reward will be great, 
for you will find it where the virtuous 
man always looks for it, in the deed. 
You will think of it, in your laft hour, 
with delight ; and at that interefting 
period, be afflured your God will re 
member it. ty ging 


—- --— 


The Conftitutionali? : addrefed t9 
men of a il parties in the United 
States. By an American. 


“ ‘Towards the prefervation of your 
covernment and the permanency 01 
your preient happy ftate, it is regu! 
fite : not only that you difcounte- 
nance irregular oppofition to its ac- 
knowledged authority ; but alfo— 
that you refift, with ‘care, the fpi 
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ef innovation upon its principles, 
: > 
however {pecious the pretext.” 
WASHINGTON. 


Philadelphia : Maxwell, 1804. 


THE objeé of this little pam- 
phlet is to expofe fome of the 
wild, political herefies of the pre- 
fent day. It isaddreffed to ‘men 
of all parties,’’ but it 1s more par- 
ticularly defigned for the merid- 
ian of Pennfylvania, where the 
whirlwinds of democracy rage 
without control, and threaten to 
{weep away in their courfe every 
veitige of the republican princi- 
ple. The author endeavours to 
elucidate and eftablifh, in this 
work, the truth of the following 
pofition :—that the judicial de- 
partment of government, in this 
country, pofleifes the legitimate 
power of declaring null and un- 
operative any act of the legifla- 
ture, which is contrary to the con- 
ftitution. He fupports this doc- 
trine by the authority of judge 
Tucker, of Virginia, in his learned 
and elaborate notes on the com- 
mentaries of Sir William Black- 
fione; by the opinion of Mr. 
Patterfon, one of the judges of 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States, exprefled in his charge to 
the jury in the cafe of Dorrance, 
leflee againft Sanborn; by an ap- 
peal to the hiftory of other na- 
tions; and by ftrong and animat- 
ed reafoning. 

In the courfe of this work, the 
author mentions a curious experi- 
ment, which is worthy the atten- 
tion of politicians. By the firft 
coni{titution of Pennfylvania, a 
tribunal, denominated the council 
of errors, was created for the fole 
purpofe of preferving the contti- 
tution. It was the duty of this 

VoL I. Nowra. Rer 


to inquire, “ whether the contfti- 
tution had been preferved invio- 
late, and whether the executive 
and legiflative branches had per- 
formed their duty, as guardians 
of the people, or exercifed other 
or greater powers than thofe, with 
which they had been conftitution- 
ally invefted.”” This tribunal ac- 
cordingly undertook, at various 
times, to fpecify cafes, in which 
they judged, that the conftitution 
had been violated. Many of the 
alleged infringements were per- 
petrated by legiflative a@&s. But 
this cenforial tribune did not an- 
{wer the purpofes of its inftitution. 
A temporary dependant body, 
chofen immediately by the peo- 
ple, with the right to complain, 
but without the power to reform 
publick abufes ; it was regarded 
with contempt in proportion to its 
weaknefs. This experiment de- 
monttrated to the framers of the 
prefent conftitution of Pennfylva- 
nia, the wifdom and neceflity of 
vefting the power of judging laws 
as well as offenders, in men, per- 
manent by the tenure of office, 
and independent of the other 
branches of government. 

The Roman cenfor could de- 
grade from the patrician rank 
any member, whofe condué mer- 
ited expulfion. In like manner, 
there ought, in every ftate, to be 
a fupreme judicial power, co-or- 
dinate with the other departments 
of government, invelted with au- 
thority to blot from the judicial 
code every unconftitutional aé. 
The author of this pamphlet, 
fhews the neceflity of fuch a power 
by the opinions of political wri- 
ters, and by the experience of 
hiftory. Wherever the legifla- 
ture arrogates to itfelf the power 
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to judge and determine in judi- 
cial matters, liberty cannot exitt. 
The correétnefs of this principle, 
as applicable to our own country, 
may be fhewn by an example. 
Suppofe that the legiflature of 
any one of the ftates fhould enact 
a law, whieh fhould impair the 
obligation of contracts. This 
would directly infringe a princi- 
ple of the Federal Conftitution, 
which is of fuperiour obligation ; 


and therefore it would require in 


the itate a power, independent of 


the legiflature, todeclare fuch law 
ull. 
As this pamphlet is very fhort, 
we make no extraéts, but refer 
our readers to the original. The 


author writes with the facility of 


one, accuftomed to compofition. 
His ftyle is plain, and derives no 
aid from rhetorical graces. / 
{pirit of candour pervades the 
work. The political opmions are 
ftated with an independence,which 
ts worthy of praife ; to advo- 
ate the independence of the ju- 
diciary is a moft Beg: tus tafk 
in thefe democratick days. The 
author* was form mail ae e are told, 
a difcipie of the donifmant party 
in Denufelvanie. But difguited 
with the excefles of his party, he 
has cealed to minifter to its rage. 
Many honeft minds have been 
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1804, by Samuel Kendall. Bof- 
ton. Young & Minns. 8vo. 


“ ELECTION fermons may 
generally be accounted the echo 
of the publick voice, or the po- 
litical pulfe by which the popular 
opinion may be felt.” 

This obiervation was made by 
a writer well acquainted with the 
attairs of New-England ; and 
who, had he lived to this day, 
would be pleafed with Mr. Ken- 
dall’s difcourfe. Of late years 
the election difcourfes are more 
than commonly expretlive of the 
publick fentiment. -With one or 
two exceptions, the preachers 
have exhibited a favourable view 
of the found frate of Matlachufetts. 
They have been correét in their 
ideas of politicks and religion, 
and we hope the Pa eis far dif- 
tant, when this part of the Union 
will lofe their wn principles, 
or the virtue and ftteady habits 
of their anceftors. 

The object of the prefent dif- 
courfe is to fhow, that religion is 
effential to the virtue, treedom, 
and happinefs of any people. 

Mr. K. hints, firit, at the ne- 
ceflity and end of civil govern- 
ment ; then thows that religion 
is the only fure bafis of it; de- 
icribes its falutary influence upon 
the community ; and proves that 
the chriltian religion is the ground 
of confidence, and moft favour- 
able to liberty and focial order. 
This method we call a Maa aM 
arrangement, and he reafons like 
a man of an intelligent ad, 
who loves ¢ the truth. 

There ts enough faid concern- 

g the origin of civil govern- 

ment for afermon. Divines had 
better keep within the known |ine 
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of duty. Some who are not 
clergymen miftake their talent 
when they write eflays on gov- 
ernment, which perhaps amount 
only to effays, although filling the 
pages of a great book. Preach- 
ers fhould therefore mind their 
own bufinefs, and even when they 
preach before the General Court, 
fhould endeavour to appear as 
the fervants of Jefus Chrift rather 
than like the politicians of this 
world. With a firm ftep they 
may hold, that the fupport of 
government is religion. Hence 
we are pleafed with this fermon, 
which is a ferious, religious, fol- 
id, fenfible difcourfe ; and gave 
high entertainment, without any 
doubt, to fuch a grave, judicious 
affembly as they ought to be, who 
make up our legiflature. 

We fhall give an extract from 
the fermon, which fhows the 
preacher’s {tyle to be perfpicuous 
and energetick, though he aims 
not to excel in the graces of com- 
pofition. He makes juft diftinc- 
tions, which every modern preach- 
er does not. ‘Too many imitate 
the French ftyle, which is to daz- 
zle with ornament and to neglect 
the fruit of wifdom, preferring 
the way which is only ftrewed 
with flowers. 


Religious rulers will naturally care 
and confult for the good of the people, 
‘To hold that it is immaterial what the 
religious principles of a ruler are, or 
whether he have any or not, is prepoft- 
erous. One might as well deny all con- 
nection between caufe and effect 
through the whole moral world. Or 
one might as well fay, that a man may 
be avery good man, and at the fame 
mea very bad man; that aman may 
be altogether contracted within him- 
felf, or wrapt up in party, and at the 
fame time prove as great a blefling to 
the people as though he were truly be- 
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nevolent. If it be true that “ all men 
will walk, every one in the name of his 
god,” it muft furely very materially af- 
fect the beft intereft of a people, whether 
a ruler be a votary of Jehovah the God 
of Ifrael, or of Bacchus, Venus, or the 
Gallick goddefs of Reafon. 

Rulers, who bear the image of 
God, whofe moral character is fum- 
med up in love, inftead of plotting mif- 
chief on their beds, and devifing how 
they fhall render the advantages of 
their ftations fubfervient to their carnal 
ends, will be prayerfully exercifing their 
thoughts how they fhall magnify their 
refpective oflices by promoting the high- 
eft good of the community. This they 
will be difpofed to do without noife and 
oftentation. ‘They will have no occa- 
fion or difpofition to amufe the people 
and cover finifter defigns with the 
lullaby of liberty and equality. Con- 
{cious of their own integrity, they will 
leave their actions to declare the real 
fentiments of their hearts, and willingly 
be judged by their fruits. 





There are certain politicians in 
the world, who have wifhed that 
the trial might be made without 
any kind of religious principle. 
One would fuppofe thefe were the 
difciples of Voltaire ; but his au- 
thority may be quoted on the 
other fid He was a man of 
quick obfervation, though no 
great philofopher. “ Falie relig- 
ion, fays he, is better than none.” 
Society cannot exift without re- 
ligion. An atheiftical ruler is 
more dangerous than a fanatical 
Ravaillac.’’ 

Surely the chriftian minifter 
may draw fuch inferences as 
thefe :— 


That leffening the influence of relig- 
ious fentiment is hazardous to the pub- 
lick weal. 


Under this head Mr. K. in- 
cludes the neglect or contempt of 
facred inititutions. 
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That wife and good rulers will pro- 
mote the caufe of religion and lite- 
ratureé. 


Such and the like inferences 
are drawn, after the preacher has 
illuftrated the doétrinal part of 
the difcourfe. ‘They are fuch as‘ 
will ever flow from the lips of the 
wife and good. ‘Truth will pre- 
vail at laft, whatever oppofition 
it may meet from the demons of 
vanity, the imps of impertinence, 
or enemies of all righteoufnefs. 

The fermon concludes with cer- 
tain addreffes which are ufual up- 
on the occafion, which commonly 
difguft pure and chafte minds 
both j in the delivery and reading. 
If they are common it anfwers 
no particular purpofe, nor can 
be confidered as a token of re- 
f{pect. 

Sometimes the compliments 
are by no means delicate. We 
give credit to Mr. K. for fome- 
thing hand{fome in his addrefs to 
Mr. Strong, which acquires its 
merit more from its being true 
than courteous. But if we take 
his addrefies in the group, they 
are tar from being vention. 
able. 

But upon fuppofition that bad 
rulers fhould hereafter get into 
the place of thofe who now de- 
reipect—which is poflible 
even in good old Maflachufetts— 
how would a minifter of religion 
addreis them? How ought he 
to them ? Would not 
the better fort of clergymen re- 
fufe to preach upon the occafion ? 
find if “ like prieft like ruler,” 
then what would be the reputa- 

tion of Lle@ion Sermons ? 
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3 or, Letters to @ 
Member of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment, written during aT our through 
the United States. By a young 
Englifhman of rank. Newbury- 
port. Printed atthe Repertory 
Office. 1804. pp. 104. 


WE had not perufed many 
pages of this little volume, before 
we were convinced, that their 
author is a young man, and not 
an Englifhman. The letters are, 
however, ingenioufly written, and 
evince a mind fitted for extenfive 
literary and fcientifick improve- 
ment. ‘ They firft appeared in 
the Argus, a paper publithed in 
Richmond, Virginia, and are {up- 
pofed to have been addrefied to 
Mr. Sheridan.” 

In the introductory note pub- 
lIifhed in the Argus, thefe are 
faid to be extracted from “ a copy 
of letters, written during a tour 
through the United States.” As 
allin the prefent volume were 
written from Virginia, we con- 
clude that others are yet toappear. 

The firit letter contains a geo- 
graphical and picturefque deicrip- 
tion of Richmond and its envi- 
rons, with ftridures on its in- 
habitants for that debafing def- 
erence which they pay to rank, 
even when its poffeffor is * with- 
out one folitary ray of native ge- 
nius, without one adventitious 
beam of icience, without any of 
thofe traits of foft benevolence, 
which are fo univerfally captivat- 
inv, and whole whole character 
is evidently inflated with the 
confideration that he is the fon of 
a lord.’’* 


* The perfon referred to by thea 
thor, is c: uptain Murr: ay, the fon of lor 4 
Dunmere. 
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We cannot determine the appli- 
cability of thefe cenfures ; though, 
in fpeculation, we fhould deem 
them juft, from that difparity of 
condition and neglect of educa- 
tion, by which the ftate of Virgi- 
nia is diftinguifhed. In the que- 
ries, whether the debafing fenfe 
of inferiority which characterizes 
the poor and ignorant tenants of 
the rich, “* be a remnant of the 
colonial chara¢ter,’”? or whether it 
be natural for poverty and impo- 
tence, to look up with ** veneration 
to wealth, property, and rank,” we 
obferve a tautolegy ; and though 
it may be faid, that the fituation of 
Richmond is beautiful and pic- 
turefque, yet the expreflion is by 
no means admiflible, that ** Rich- 
mond occupies a very beautiful and 
and picturefque fituation.”’ 

The fecond letter is a vindica- 
tion * of the Abbe Raynal’s opin- 
ion, that this continent was once 
covered by the ocean, from which 
ithas gradually emerged.” In 
fupport of this theory, feveral in- 
terefting facts are adduced, which, 
by many others, will be deemed 
corroborative of a very different 
and not lets altonifhing event. 


For my own part, fays the au- 
thor, while I believe the prefent 
mountains of America to have confti- 
tuted the original ftamina of the 
continent, I believe, at the fame 
time, the weftern as well as the eaftern 
country to be the effect of alluvion ; 
produced too by the fame cawies; the 
rotation of the earth, and the planetary 
attraction of the ocean. ‘The concep- 
ton of thts will be eafy and fimple, if, 
infead of confounding the mind, by a 
wide view of the whole céntinent as it 
how ftands, we carry back our imagin- 
ation to the time of its birth, and fup- 
pofe fome one of the higheft pinnacles 
" the Blue Ridge to have juft emerged 
*o0ve the furface of the fea. Now 


whether the rolling of the earth to the 
eaft give to the ocean, which floats 
loofely upon its bofom, an actual coun- 
ter current fo the weft, which is, occa- 
fionally, further accelerated by the 
motion of the tides in that direction, or 
whether this be not the cafe, ftill to our 
newly emerged pinnacle, which is 
whirled by the earth’s motion, through 
the waters of the deep, the confequences 
will be the fame as if there were this 
actual and ftrong current. For while 
the waters will be continually accumu- 
lated on the eaftern coaft of this pinna- 
cle, it is obvious that on the weftern 
coaft (protected as it would be, from 
the current, by the newly riven earth) 
the waters will always be comparatively 
low and calm. The fands, borne along 
by the ocean’s current over the northern 
and fouthern extremities of this pinna- 
cle, will always have a tendency to 
fettle in the c behind it ; and thus, 
by perpetual accumulations, from a 
weftern coaft, more rapidly perhaps 
than an eaftern one; as we may fee in 
miniature by the capes and fhallows, 
collected by the ftill water, on each 
fide, at the mouths of creeks, or below 
rocks, in the rapids of a river. 


After this new born point of earth 
had gained fome degree of elevation, 
it is probable that fucceflive coafts of 
vegetation, according to Dr. Darwin’s 
idea, {pringing up, then falling and 
dying on the earth, paid an annual 
tribute to the infant continent, while 
fuch rain as fell upon it, bore down a 
part of its fubftance and ailifted per- 
petually in the enlargement of its area. 


It is curious that the arrangement of 
the mountains both in North and 
South America, as well as the fhape of 
the two continents, combines to ftrength- 
en the prefent theory. For the moun- 
tains, as you will perceive on infpect- 
ing your maps, run, in chains, from 
north to fouth; thus oppofing the 
wideft pofhible barrier to the fands, as 
they roll from eaft to weft. The fhape 
of the continents is juft that which 
would naturally be expected from fuch 
an origin; that is, they lie along, col- 
laterally, with the mountain. As far 
north as the country is well known, 
thefe ranges of mountains are obferved ; 
and it is remarkable that as foon as the 
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Cordilleras terminate in the fouth, the 
continent of South America ends ; 
where they terminate in the north, the 
continent dwindles to a narrow ifthmus. 


However problematical this 
theory may be, no one will deny 
the ingenuity of its author. 

Of the third and fourth letters, 
the fubje&t is American elo- 
quence ; and the fentiments of the 
author are comprifed in thefe gen- 
eral remarks. 1. That our orators 
‘have not a fuficient fund of 
general knowledge. 2. They 
have not the habit of clofe and 
folid thinking. 3. They do not 
afpire at original ornaments.” 
‘To this cenfure exceptions mignt 
be made ; but we would gladly 
deny that the * remarks,’’ even 
generally, are lefs juft than fevere. 
The author is one of the few who 
have dared to pluck a leaf from 
the laurel crowns, which {till en- 
circle the heads of Demofthenes 
and Cicero. 

It is true, fays he, that at fchool I 
learnt, hke the reft of the world, to lifp, 
“ Cicero the orator.’ But when I grew 
up and began to judge for myfelf, I 
opened his volume again, and looked in 
vain for that fublimtty of conception 
which fills and aftonifhes the mind, that 
fimple pathos which finds fuch a fweet 
welcome to every breaft, or that reftlefs 
enthufiafm of unaffected paflion, which 
takes the heart by ftorm. Demofthenes, 
wodeed, deferves the diftinction of hav- 
tng more fire and lefs {moke than Tully. 
But in the majeftick march of the mind, 

force of thought and fplendour of 
imagery, I think both the orators of 
Greece and Rome eclipfed by more than 
one perfon within his majefty’s domin- 
Ons. 

That a critick, who has fuch 
views of excellence, fhould pro- 
nounce *‘ far the greateft propor- 
tion” of American eloquence to 
be “puerile rant,’’ or “ tedious 


and difguiting inanity,” 1s in no 


yee me i! 
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degree furprifing. We wonder 
only, that an expreflion of com. 
mendation has efcaped his pen, 
His defcription of Patrick Henry, 
is that of a perfect orator. 

The fifth letter was occafioned 
by a vilit to “the fite of the Ip. 
dian town, Powhatan, the metro. 
polis of the dommions of Poca. 
huntas’ father.”” His defcription 
of the emotions excited in the 
minds of the untaught Indians, 
by the firft arrival of the Englifh, 
and the fubfequent cruelties ep. 
dured by thefe once happy na. 
tives, is highly eloquent and in. 
terefting ; but we are very doubt. 
ful of the efficacy of his proje¢t to 
obtain the forgivenefs and affection 
of thofe, from whofe fathers many 
parts of our country were moi 
unjuftly taken. 


Were I prefident of the United States, 
I would glory in going to thefe Indians, 
throwing myfelf on my knees before 
them, and faying, “ Indians, friends, 
brothers, O' forgive my countrymen! 
lf you can, O! come to our bofoms; 
be, indeed, our brothers; and fince 
there is room enough for us all, give us 
a home in your land, and let us be chil- 
dren of the fame affectionate family.” It 
is not true that magnanimity can nev 
er be loft on a nation which has pro 
duced an Alknomack, a Logan, and 2 
Pocahuntas. 

Spirits of ancient Greece and 
Rome! where are ye now? In 
vain do we feck for a folitary ev- 
idence of exiftence among you! 
degenerate fons ! 

“TI myfelf,’ fhe herfelt,” 

themfelves,” ‘“ followed 
up,” &c. are, at leaft, redundan- 
cies of expreflion, which are 1 
quently ufed by our author, and 
often inelegant. 

It is impoffible to perufe t 
fixth letter without {trong emo 
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tions of pleafure ; and we are no 
le(s furprifed than the author, that 
«fuch a genius, fo accomplithed a 
{cholar and fo divine an orator as 
James Waddell, fhould be per- 
mitted to languifh and die in ob- 
fcurity, within eight miles of the 
metropolis of Virginia.” If all 
were fuch preachers, the influence 
of religion would be more widely 
extended. 

It is the principal defign of the 
feventh letter to fketch the char- 
acter of Mr. Edmund Randolph. 
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afew defpicable fragments of furvey- 
or’s fees, &c. ; converting a body of po- 
lite, {cientifick, and highly refpectable 
profeflors, into a fhop-board of con- 
temptible, cabbaging taylors. 

And, then, inftead of aiding and en- 
ergizing the police of the college, by a 
few civil regulations, permitting their 

outh to run and riot in all the wildnels 
of diflipation ; while the venerable pro- 
feffors are forced to look on in the deep 
mortification of confcious impotence, 
and fee their care and zeal requited, by 
the ruin of their pupils and the deftruc- 
tion of their feminary. 


The fubjec& of the ninth let- 
ter is the power of genius ; and 
throughout this letter the author 
feems to have felt the influence of 
this power. 

‘The remarks in the tenth letter, 
on the Spectator and on ftyle, are, 
in general, correét and judicious. 
On the latter efpecially, we fer- 
vently with that the fentiments 
of the author were more exten- 
fively diffufed. 

The expreflion methinks, though 
ufed by fome good authors, is 
ungrammatical. ‘There is as much 
authority tor its ufe, as for that 
ot the expreflion, thinks J. 

To the volume are annexed the 
characters of the Hon.: James 
Munroe, and of Mr. John Mar- 
fhall, chief jutftice of tthe United 
States. ‘The former is portrayed 
as a living, an honourable and 
illuftrious monument of felf cre- 
ated eminence, worth, and great- 
nefs.”” The latter as “a man, 


ta rc * 


Though he is one who “leads 
the van of the profeflion” in Vir- 
ginia, we fhould not, from this 
outline, prepare to hear him with 
high expectations. We prefume 
that the firft letters of this tour 
through the United States were 
written in Virginia; elfe the 
author would not have faid, 
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I have met with few perfons of exalt- 
ed intellect in this country, whofe pow- 
ers have been directed to any other 
purfuit than the law. 


The eighth letter was directed 
from Jameitown, and written in 
an ancient church yard. In fuch 
a place, the mind naturally reverts 
to the patt and anticipates the fu- 
ture; and in recurring to “ the 
bufy, buftling crowd which landed 
there two hundred years before,” 
his fentiments are animated and 
affecting. 

Can publick fpirit, can national 
virtue be expected in a ftate, 


Where education is not only neg- 
lected, but treated with contempt? 


Chey (the inhabitants of Virginia) have 
only one publick feminary of learning ; 
college at Williamfburg, about feven 


who, without theaid of fancy, with- 
out the advantage of perfon, voice, 
attitude, or any of the ornaments 
of an orator, deferves to be con- 
fidered as one of the moft elo- 


mies from this place, which was erected 
ithe reign of our William and Mary, 


get Rag = soci 


quent men in the world.”’ 

From this {fpecimen of the tal- 
ents of the Briti/h Spy, we formhigh 
expectations of the author. *, 


and bears their name. 


. ‘This college, in 
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faftidious folly and afleClation of 
‘epublicanifm, they have endowed with 
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OF NEW PUBLICATIONS 


a" The Editor readily acknowledges the 
imperfection of the prefent lift ; but 
qwifbing that ibis article may contain a 
fort of biftory of new publications in our 
country, be takes the liberty of requeft- 
ing the aid of authors and publifbers to- 
wards rendering it complete. If uctices 
of their works and propofals faall be 
furnifoed, free of pojflage, they foall be 
gratuitoufly inferted. 


NEW WORKS. 


A compendious Hiftory of 
New-England, by Jedidiah Morfe, 
D. D. und Rev. E. Parith. 

An American tranilation of 
Pothier’s Treatife on Infurance. 

Kelley’s Elements of Book 
Keeping. Publifhed by Mr. 
James Humphreys, Philadelphia. 

An abridged Church Hittory 
of New-England from 1620 to 
1804. By Ifaac Backus, A. M. 

A Dufertation on the Cholera 
infantum. By James Mann, 


Life of Geo rege Wathington. 
rit & 2d 


A Scripture Catechifm, or 


Syfiem of Religious Inftruction.. 


Bra Clergy man. 


NEW EDITIONS. 


T he a works of Virgil, by Mefirs. 
Leilrs. Maxwell & Co. Phila- 


A. neat edition of Goldfmith’s 
Effays, two vols. by Mefirs. Con- 
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ANTHOLOGY. 


IN THE UNITED STATES, 


For SEPTEMBER, 15804. 


rads, from the prefs of the Pal. 
mers. Philadelphia. 

A neat pocket edition of Dr, 
Watts’ Pfalms and Hymns. 

Sacra Privata, or Private Med. 
itations and Prayers, by Rey, 
Thomas Wilfon. Mr. Hilliard, 
Cambridge. 

Hiftory of the Wars, which 
arofe out of the French Revo. 
lution, with a review of the 
caufes of that event, by Alexander 
Stephens, Efq. 

An improved edition of Web. 
fter’s Spelling Book. 


IN THE PRESS. 
Logan’s Sermons. 


PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 


Orton’s Expofition of the New 
Teflament, in 6 vols.  &yvo. 
at Charleftown. 

American Annals, or a Chro 
nological Hiftory of America, " 
Rev. ” Abiel Holmes, A. M. 

Journal of a Tour to the 
Territory N. W. of the Allg 
hany Mountains, in the fpring 
of 1803, by Rev. Thaddeus M. 
Harris. 

Elements of General a 
edge, by Henry Kett, at Bolio 

A new Syitem of Moder 
Geography, illuflrated with 
maps. By Benjamin Davis. 

Volney’s View of the United 
States. ) 

Guide to Domeftick Happ» 
neis, and the Refuge 12m 
at New-Haven. 
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PNecrology ; 


®R NOTICES COLLECTED OF PERSONS RECENTLY DECEASED AT 


HOME AND ABROAD. 


“ Death is the privilege of human nature, 3 
And life without it were not worth eur having. 





SKETCH or tue LIFE ann CHAR- 
ACTER or THE Late Dr. PRIEST- 
LEY. 

(Continued fron page 476.) 


IN his publication of Hartley’s Theo- 
ry he had expreffled fome doubts as to 
the common hypothefis, that man pof- 
feffes a foul, or immaterial fubftance, 
totally diftin&t from his body. For 
this opinion he had undergone obloquy 
as a favourer of Atheifm ; but, as no 
perfonal imputation was of weight with 
him in the purluit of what he thought 
to be the truth, he did not fcruple, in 
1777, to publith “ Difquifitions relating 
to Matter and Spirit ;”’ in which he 
gave a hiftory of the philofophical doc- 
trine concerning the foul, and openly 
fupported the material fyftem, which 
makes it homogeneous with the body. 
Perhaps of all Dr. Prieftley’s deviations 
from received opinions, this has fub- 
jected him to the greateft odium, and 
has moft ftartled the true friends of 
reafon and free inquiry, on account of 
its fuppofed confequences. The na- 
tural proofs of a future {tate appear to 
be fo much invalidated by the rejection 
of a feparate principle, the feat of 
thought, which may efcape from the 
perifhing body to which it is tempo- 
rarily united, that he feemed to have 
been employed in demolifhing one of 
the great pillars upon which religion is 
founded. It is enough here to obferve, 
that in Dr. Prieftley’s mind, the defici- 
ency of thefe natural proofs only oper- 
ated as an additional argument in favour 
of revelation; the neceflity of which, 
to fupport the moft important point of 
human belief, was thereby rendered 
more ftrikingly apparent. It may be 
added, that as he materialized fpirit, 
fo he, in fome meafure, f{piritualized 
matter, by affigning to it penetrability 
4d other fubtle qualities. 


Vol. I. No. 14. Sss 





At this time he alfo appeared in 
great force as the champion of the doc- 
trine of philofophical neceflity ; a doc- 
trine not lefs obnoxious to many, on ac- 
count of its fuppofed effects on moral- 
ity,thantheformer. ‘To him, however, 
it was the fource (as he always afferted) 
of the higheft fatisfaction, both religious 
and moral; and a number of his fol- 
lowers have found it, in like manner, 
compatible with all the beft principles 
of human conduct. With his intimate 
friend Dr. Price, whofe opinions in both 


the laft mentioned points were radically ’ 


different from his, a correfpondence 
relative to them took place, which was 
publifhed in a volume, and affords a 
moft pleafing example of debate, car- 
ried on with perfe& urbanity, and every 
token of mutual refpect and affec- 
tion. 

Such was the wonderful compafs and 
verfatility of his mind, that at this 
very period he was carrying on that 
courfe of difcovery concerning aéri- 
form bodies, which has rendered his 
name fo illuftrious among philofophical 
chemifts. In the Philofophical Tranf- 
actions for 1773, we find a paper con- 
taining “Obfervations on different 
Kinds of Air,” by Dr. Prieftley ; which 
obtained the honorary prize of Copley’s 
medal. ‘Thefe were reprinted, with 
many important additions, in the firft 
volume of his “ Experiments and Ob- 
fervations on different kinds of Air,” 
8vo. 1774. <A fecond volume of this 
work was publifhed in 1775, and a third 
in 1777. To give the flighteft view of 
the original matier in thefe volumes, 
would occupy more time and {pace than 
this fketch permits ; but it may with 
juftice be affirmed, that they added a 
greater mafs of fact to the hiftory of 
aériform fluids than the united labours 
of all others employed upor the fame 
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fubject. Some of the moft ftriking of 
his difcoveries were thofe of nitrous, 
and dephlogifticated, or pure, air; of 
the reftoration of vitiated air by veg- 
etation ; of the influence of light on 
vegetables, and of the effects of refpi- 
ration upon the blood. in thefe vol- 
umes he did not attempt theory or 
fyftematick arrangement, thinking that 
the knowledge of facts was not fuffi- 
tently advanced for that purpole ; 
and he threw them out haftily as new 
matter occurred, in purfuance of his 
liberal principle already noticed, that 
fellow-labourers in matters of fcience 
ihould as foon as potlible be apprized 
of difcoveries which might put them in 
the track of making others. 


The name of Prieftley was by thefe 
publications fpread through all the en- 
lightened countries of Europe, and ho- 
nours from {cientifick bodies in various 
parts were accumulated upon him. 
The votaries of phyfical fcience now, 
doubtlefs, flattered themfelves that the 
ardour of his powerful mind was dura- 
bly fixed upon the advancement of nat- 
ural philofophy and chemiftry ; but an 
intimation at the clofe of the laft vol- 
ume, of his intention to intermit thofe 
purfuits in order to engage in other 
{peculative topicks, fufficiently proved 
to all who knew him, that experimental 
inquiries could occupy only a fecondary 
place in his mind. Thefe other and 
more favourite topicks, were the meta- 
phyfical theories, which have been al- 
ready mentioned, and the theological 
difcuffions which he refumed with frefh 
veal and induftry. The continuation ef 
his “ Inftitutes of Religion ;” his “ Let- 
ters toa Philofophical Unbeliever ;” his 
“ Harmony of the Evangelifts ;’ and 
various tracts on moral and religious 
topicks, marked his return to his former 
{tudies. 

The term of his engagement with 
Lord Shelburne having expired, Dr. 
Prieftley, with a penfion for lifewf 150l. 
per annum, was at liberty to choole a 
new fituation. 

fe gave the preference to the neich- 
bourhwod of the populous town of Dir- 
mingham, chiefly induced by the advan- 
tages it afforded, from the nature of its 
manufactures, to the purfuits of chem:- 
cal experiments. It was alfo the rei:- 


dence of feveral men of fcience ; among 
whom the names of Watt, Withering, 
Bolton, and Keir, are well known to the 
publick. With thefe he was foon upon 
terms of friendly reciprocation of knowl- 
edge and mutual aid in refearch ; and 
their Lunarian Club prefented a conftel- 
lation of talent which would not eafily 
have been aflembled even in the me- 
tropolis. 


He had not long occupied his new 
habitation, before he was invited to un- 
dertake the office of paftor to a cdn- 
gregation of Diffenters in Birmingham, 
upon which he entered with great fat- 
isfaction towards the clofe of 1780. He 
found a fociety cordially attached to 
his perfon and doctrines : and he mer- 
ited their efteem by the moft affiduous 
performance of all the paftoral duties, 
Some of the moft important of his the- 
ological works foon iffued from the 
Birmingham prefs. Of thefe were his 
“ Letters to Bifhop Newcome, on the 
duration of Chrift’s miniftry” ; and his 
“ Hiftory of the corruptions of Chrif- 
tianity ;” afterwards followed by his 
“ Hiftory of std opinions.” Contro- 
verfies upon theological topicks multi- 
plied around him, to all of which he 
paid the attention they feemed to re- 
quire. The warm difputes which took 
place on occafion of the applications 
of the Diflenters for retief from the dif- 
abilities and penalties of the Corpora- 
tion and ‘Teft Acts, fupplied a new fub- 
ject of conteft, into which he could not 
forbear to enter, both as a friend to 
toleration in general, and as one of the 
body aggrieved. His hoftility to the 
eftablifhment became more decided, and 
he appealed to the people on the points of 
difference, in his “ Familiar Letters to 
the Inhabitants of Birmingham,” writ- 
ten with much force, but with his ufuah 
difregard of caution. 


Little has hitherto been faid of the 
political exertions of Dr.Prieftley, which, 
iudeed, form no confpicuous part of his 
iterary life. He had difplayed bis at- 
tachment to freedom by his * Effay on 
the firft Principles of Government,” and 
by an anonymous pamphlet on the ftate 
of publick liberty in this country ; and 

{hewn a warm intereft in the caufe 
of America at the time of its unfortu- 
nate guarrel with the mother country 
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The French revolution was an event 
which could fearcely fail of being con- 
templated by him with fatisfaction. His 
fanguine hopes faw in it the dawn of 
light and liberty over Europe; and he 
particularly expected from it the event- 
ual downfal of all eftablifhments inim- 
ical to truth. Such expectations he was 
at no pains to conceal ; and as parties 
now began to take their decided fta- 
tions, and to be infpired with all the 
ufual rancour of opponents in civil con- 
tefts, he was naturally rendered a prom- 
inent mark of party hatred. 

In this {tate of mutual exafperation, 
the celebration of the anniverfary of the 
deftruction of the Baftile, by a publick 
dinner, on July 14, 1791, at which Dr. 
Prieftley was not prefent, gave the fignal 
of thofe favage riots, which have thrown 
lafting difgrace on the town of Birming- 
ham, and in fome degree on the national 
character. Amid the conflagration of 
houfes of worfhip and private dwel- 
lings, Dr. Prieftley was the great object 
of popular rage ; his houfe, library, 
manu{cripts, and apparatus were made 
aprey to the flames ; he was hunted 
like a proclaimed criminal, and experi- 
enced not only the furious outrages of 
a mob, but the moft unhandfome treat- 
ment from fome who ought to have 
fuftained the parts of gentlemen, and 
friends of peace and order. 

It would be painful to dwell upon 
thefe fcenes. Suffice it to fay, that he 
was driven for ever from his favourite 
refidence ; that his lofles were very in- 
adequately compenfated ; and that he 
pafled fome time as a wanderer, till an 
invitation to fucceed Dry. Price in a con- 
gregation at Hackney gave him a new 
fettlement. ‘This was rendered more 
interefting to him by a connection with 
the new diffenting-college, eftablifhed 
at that place. His mind, by its native 
elafticity, recovered from the fhock of 
his cruel lofles,and he refumed his ufual 
labours, 


(Zo be continued.) 





Biocrarnuicat SKETCHES or Rev. 
JOSEPH WILLARD, PresipENT OF 
Harvarn UNIveRsITY. 


Prefident WILILARD was born at 
Scarborough, on the 29th December, 


1738. His father, the Rev. Samuel 


‘Willard, the minifter of a Parifh in 


that town, died while his fon was a 
minor. His attachment to a literary 
life commenced when very young, but 
during his minority, his fituation ‘ren- 
dered an application to books imprac- 
ticable. After he was of age, he de- 
termined to fupply the deficiency of 
his early education under the tuition 
of the late venerable Preceptor of 
Dummer Academy, who delighted in 
aiding the genius and talents of his 
pupils, and in facilitating their ad- 
vancement to literary eminence. So 
conftant was the application of his 
pupil, and fo judicious the employ- 
ment of his time, that in eleven 
months he acquired a competent knowl- 
edge of the Greek and Latin Claflicks, 
and was admitted a ftudent of Harvard 
College in 1761. While a ftudent, he 
purfued his ftudies with unremitted 
affiduity, in every branch of literature 
then taught in the univerfity: and 
when he received the degree of Bach- 
elor of Arts, in 1765, he was unquef- 


tionably the beft geometrician, the beft 


aftronomer, and the beft claffical fcholar 
in his clafs. He had read moft of the 
poets and hiftorians of Greece and 
Rome ; and fo familiar was his acquain- 
tance with the language of the former, 
that he wrote Greek poetry with facil- 
ity and correctnefs. Wifely diftributing 
his time among his various ftudies, none 
were neglected ; and his manulcripts, 
when an under-graduate, were replete 
with calculations, the refult of his pro- 
grefs in the fciences of geometry and 
aftronomy. 


In 1767 he was elected a Tutor of 
the Univerfity for the Greek depart- 
ment ; the duties of which he difcharg- 
ed with uncommon ability ; and on the 
25th of November, 1768, he was elect- 
ed a member of the Corporation ; of 
which body he was an active and ufeful 
member, until the year 1772, when he 
fettled in the miniftry at Beverly. He 
confidered the Bible as a fufficient and 
perfect fyftem of theology ; and he af- 
fiduoufly employed his great talents and 
profound learning in acquiring a cor- 
rect knowledge of the contents of the 


facred volumes. What he there learn- — 


ed, he ferioufly and affectionately 
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taught ; and he confirmed the truth of 
his precepts by a life blamelefs and ex- 
emplary. Averfe to logical refinements 
and metaphyfical fubtleties in framing 
a fyétem of divinity, his difcourfes were 
evangelical and practical, not attempt- 
ing to teach others the opinions of men 
as doctrines of the Gofpel. At Bev- 
erly, happy with his people, and re- 
{pected and beloved by them, he con- 
tinued until the year 1781, when he 
removed to Cambridge, and was intro- 
duced to the office of Prefident of the 
Univerfity ; in which dignified ftation 
he remained during his life. 

His attachment to the Univerfity, and 


his unwearied labours in promoting its . 


beft interefts, are too well known to be 
mentioned ; and his fuccefs in extend- 
ing and improving the objects and prin- 
ciples of publick inftruction, will en- 
fure him the grateful veneration of 
pofterity. To the fubordinate govern- 
ours of the college he was the compan- 
ion, the counfellor, and the friend ; and 
to the pupils he was endeared as their 
inftructer, their guide, and their father. 

In private life he was cheerful, focial, 
and hoipitable; an affeCtionate hufband 
and parent, and a faithful friend—can- 
did and liberal to others, he was fevere 
only to himfelf. 

As a citizen he loved his country, and 
was a zealous advocate for her religious 
and literary inftitutions, as exhibiting 
the only rational foundation for a mild, 
jut, and equitable adminiftration of gov- 
ernment. 

tis moral character merits unqual- 
ified praife. Perhaps on no man did a 
fenfe of moral obligation operate with 
more force. What he deemed his duty, 
was inflexibly difcharged ; and in com- 
petition with it, all confiderations of 
eafe, intereft, and health vanithed. 

Piaced by his office at the head of 
the clergy, his houfe and his heart were 
at all times open to them, and he was 
the object of their unfeigned attach- 
ment and reverence. 

To diftinguifh and employ fuch un- 
common worth and excellence, engaged 
the attention of various publick focieties 
in America and Europe. His own U- 
niverfity conferred on him the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity. The Govern- 
ours of Yale College honoured him with 
the degree of Doftor of Laws. He was 
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Vice-Prefident of the American Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences ; a Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Gottengen, of the 
Medical Society of London, and of the 
American Philofophical Society. He 
was Prefident of the Maflachufetts 
Congregational Charitable Society, in- 
corporated for the purpofe of affordin 

relief to the widows and children of 
deceafed minifters ; a member of the 
Society for propagating the Gofpel 
among the Indians and others in North 
America, and of the Humane Society. 

On thefe focieties he reflected back the 
honours they had conferred on him, 

From his early youth he poffetied 
great conftitutional firmnefs and mental 
vigour, which continued uninterrupted 
by ill health until the year 1798, when 
he was feized with a diftrefling difor- 
der, which endangered his life. He 
gradually recov ered his health, and was 
again reftored to his family, his friends, 
the Univerfity, and the publick, who 
fondly hoped he might be fpared to 
them for many years. But alas! how 
traniitory are fublunary bleflings! On 
his return from a journey to Nantucket, 
for the confirmation of his health, he 
was arrefted at New-Bedford by a fa- 
tal difeafe, which on the 25th Septem- 
ber inft. terminated his important and 
valuable life. 

Thus lived, and thus died, the learn- 
ed, the pious, and the beloved Prel- 
ident Willard— 

ilinemiiaitil Cui Pudor, et Fuftitie foror 

Incorrupta Fides, nudaque Veritas 

Nunquam uilum inveniet parem. 


—_— —— -- + 


At Hanover, New-Hampfhire, Au- 
guft 25, Hon. BEZALEEL WOObD- 
WARD, Profeffor of Mathematicks and 
Phi ilofophy in Dartmouth College. 
Profefor Woodward was born at Leb- 
anon, in the ftate of Connecticut. In 
the 20th year of his age he graduated 
at Yale College, 1764. After a few 
years fuc cefsfully employed in the min- 
iftry, he was elected a tutor in this Un 
veriity. Here he foon difplayed fuc h 

talents and i improvements, fuch re: idirets 
of thought and eafe of commun: ication, 
that he was a ippointed to the oflice of 
Profetfor in Mathematicks and Phil jlol- 
ophy. The dignity with which he di 
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charged the duties of his ftation is wit- 
nefled by all who have fhared in his 
inftruction. In the civil department, 
and as a member of fociety, he was no 
lefs eminent than as an inftructer in 
College. We might alfo add his ufeful- 
nefs in the church of Chrift at this 
place, of which he was long a worthy 
member, and high in the efteem and 
affections of his ehriftian brethren. 

His remains were interred on ‘Tuef- 
day the 28th. The Rey. Doctor Smith 
delivered upon the occafion a well 
adapted Difcourfe. The Officers, Truf- 
tees,and members of the College joined 
as mourners with the afflited family, 
and the folemnities were attended by 
a very numerous collection of friends 
and acquaintance. 

The alumni of Dartmouth will join 
with its prefent officers and members 
in deploring the lofs of a faithful and 
able inftructer. Thofe who vifited 
him in his late illnefs have had a fpe- 
cimen of decaying greatnefs, alleviated 
by an approving confcience, and fuf- 
tained by refignation and hope. The 
friends of fcience will lament the de- 
parture of one of its enlightened pat- 
rons. Society fympathizes with the 
bereaved family, retaining a lively 
fenfe of his publick and domeftick 
virtues ; and a numerous acquaintance 
will mingle their grief in bemoaning 
the lofs of a fincere friend, a valuable 
citizen, and an exemplary chriftian. 





At Concord, Lronarp Met ten, Efq. 
of Charleitown, aged 28, The unfeigned 
regret, which all who knew this gentle- 
man, have exprefled at his deceafe, is 
the moft eloquent tribute to his mem- 
ory. Their fenfe of the worth of his 
character would be offended by the ap- 
plication of fictitious ornaments. His 
portrait needs no afliftance from the 
pencil of imagination. To excellent 
endowments of nature, he added in- 
duftry and ardent ambition. At the 
Univerfity in Cambridge, whofe hon- 
ours he received in 1797, he made 
rapid progrefs in literature and the 
liberal arts. His conduct, as a mem- 
ber of that feminary, evinced in the 
various relations which he fuftained, 
the correctnefs of his moral fentiment, 
and the chaftened and dignified fenfi- 
bility of his heart. He was an early 


‘and a valuable member of the focieties, 


which there exift for literary pur- 
pofes. Without the envy of his equals, 
he received from his inftructers the 
laurel of fuperiour merit. After leav- 
ing the Univerfity, his progvefs did 
not difappoint the expectations of his 
friends and the community. He was 
efteemed an honourable practitioner 
of the fcience of the law. His infin- 
ence in fociety was gradually extend- 
ing; he was rifing to fhare the hon- 
ours which are due to real worth, 
when his progrefs was fuddenly and 
fatally arrefted. Unavailing were the 
tears of friendfhip, and the fighs of 
conjugal affection. We may, without 
murmuring at the law of heaven, in- 
dulge the natural expreflions of grief, 
while we contemplate, in this inftance, 
how brief and uncertain is the ten- 
ure of human felicity. 


At Providence, R.I. Sept.’7, where he 
had gone for his health, Mr. JonatTHuan 
Homer, only child of Rev. Mr. Homer, 
of Newton,aged 21, If flattering prof- 
pects, moft affectionate parents, purity 
of mind and manners,and the univerfal 
efteem of a numerous acquaintance could 
have enfured long life, this young ¢gen- 
tleman would have attained a patri- 
archal age; but alas! the ¢alleft and 
moft ufeful plants are levelled by the 
tempeft, whilft the grovelling weed ef- 
capes the blaft, and thrives. His early 
efcape from the contagion of vice and 
folly with which the world abounds, as 
far as it regards himfelf, is not to be la- 
mented ; but the fufferings of his parents, 
deprived of the hope and folace of their 
declining years, muft be felt by every 
heart of fenfibility. 


_- --_ 


In Philadelphia, Rev. Dr. Joun Brarr 
Linn,aged 27. He was diftinguifhed by 
the early and brilliant fpecimens of his 
talents, in profe and poetry, perhaps 
beyond any writer this country has 
produced, and was the youngeft doctor 
of divinity ever created in the United 
States. 

At Frankfort, Kentucky, Rev. Joun 
Gano, aged 78. In this pious and ref- 
pectable old gentleman the Revolution 
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found an early, ardent,and indefatigable 
advocate. At the commencement of 
that memorable conteft he joined the 
ftandard of freedom, in capacity of chap- 
Jain to the army ; - which poft he held 
through the whole of the ftruggle. In 
the pulpit he eloquently demonttrated 
the juftice of the caufe, and infufed into 
the minds of the foldiers a conviction of 
the importance of the conteft in which 
they were engaged.—He was paftor of 
the Baptift church, in the city rf New- 
York, upwards of thirty years, prior to 
1788, at which time he removed to Ken- 
tucky. 





On Tuefday, the 10th July, died at 
Paris,in the 74th year of his age, Fran- 
cois—E AMBROsIE Dipot, born in the 
month of January, 1730, leaving two 
fons, Pierre and Firmin Didot. 

This extraordinary man has brought 
the art of printing to a ftate of excel- 
lence unattained by any of his contempo- 
raries, and, among the number of im- 
provements perfected by his exertions, is 
the conftruction of mills for making fine 
paper, which he aflifted not only by his 
zeal and activity, but by pecuniary 
contribution. Didot invented a prefs 
by which the workman is enabled to 
print, equally, at once, the whole ex- 
tent of ‘a fheet. He was alfo the in- 
veutor of many other machines and 
inftruments, commonly ufed in printing 
offices, and all which have powerfully 
contributed to the modern advance- 
ment of the typographical art. 

Fhe elegant editions publifhed by 
order of Louis XVI. for the education 
of the Dauphin, were the production 
of the Didot Prefs,as well asthe Theat- 
rial Selections by Corneille. The 
works of Racine, Telemachus, Taflo’s 
Jerufalem, two fuperb Bibles, and a 
multiplicity of other ineftimabie works, 
exch of which, on its publication, has 
emanated frefh beauties, and made near- 
er approaches to perfection. 

Didot fedulouily endeavoured to 
umite in his family every talent auxilia- 
ry to the Printing Art. One of his fons 
became a celebrated type-founder ; and 
the voice of fame announces the fupe- 
nour rank which they both deferv edly 
hold amonz the printers of the ayre. 
The fond father delighted to oBferve 
that he was excelicd by his children ; 
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while they dutifully afcribed their fue- 
cefs to the force of his inftruction, and 
the benefit of his example. 

The life of Didot was the life of hon- 
our ; his abilities are known and ref. 
pected ; and the following anecdote will 
prove the goodnels of his heart :---In one 
of his journies tothe paper mills of Azo- 
nay he met an artift, who had introduced 
in France an improvement in the appli- 
cation of cylinders, &e. and believing 
that his ingenuity merited reward, exert- 
ed all his intereft with government, but 
unfortunately when he was on the point 
of fucceeding, the artift died, leaving 
two girls in the helplefs ftate of infancy. 
Didot took the orphans in his arms, pro- 
claimed himfelf their father, and kept 
his word. 

At the age of 73, Didot read over five 
times, and carefully corrected before 
it was fent to the prefs, every fheet of 
the Stereotype edition of Montague, 
printed by his fons. At four o° clock 
m the morning he was purfuing his 
fatiguing occupation. The correctnefs 
of the text will therefore render this 
work particularly valuable among the 
productions of the modern prefs. 

About 18 months fince, he projected 
an alphabetical Index of every fubject 
treated upon in Montague’s Efiays. 
He had collected all his materials, at 
which he laboured unceafingly ; and 
perhaps too ftrict an application to his 
favourite {tudy accelerated the death 
of this eminent artift and benevolent 
man. 


At his feat in the environs of New- 
York, Commodore James NicuwoLson, 
in the 69th year of his age. This 
gentleman was one of that band of 
patriots, who fo eminently diftn- 
guifhed themfelves during our revo- 
lutionary ftruggle. The fervices he 
has performed for his country will 
render his memory dear to every hon- 
eft American. 


Near Carlifle (P enn.) MARGARET 
Fie TAFRINGTON, who gained a liveli- 
hood by carrying butter and eggs to 
Carlifle’ market, which, during half a 
century, fhe attended regularly on foot, 
twice a week, which amounted, in the 
whole, to nearly 100,000 miles. 
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At Poughkeepfie, Rosert H. Liv- 
incsTON, Efq.aged44. Early in life he 
became the foldier of his country, and 
was not feventeen when he was em- 
bodied with the force which filled 
that village, when the Britifh fleet and 
army fpread defolation along the 
fhores of his native river. The two 
following campaigns he was an oflicer 
in the fervice of the ftate on the 
north-weft frontier, and in I780 re- 
ceived a commifhion attaching him to 
the corps of artillery in the army of 
the U. States. With that army he af- 
fifted at the fiege of Yorktown; and 
only fheathed his fword when every 


fword on the continent was returned to 
its {cabbard. 


In Prefton, (Con.) Mrs. ‘EvizaBeTu 
Herrick, aged 79. She lived with 
her hufband 61 years. She has left 
9 children, 63 grand children, and I9 
great gr. children. 





At Brunfwick, (Maine) Mr. Tosias 
Ham, aged 80. His living progeny, 
including the 5th generation, was I22. 
Seven fons attended his funeral, the 
youngeft of whom was 50 years of age. 





MEMORABILIA. 

New-Orteans.—During the month 
of June laft, there were 71 children bap- 
tized, 23 whites, 48 ofgolour; 2 whites 
married ; 34 deaths, 12 whites, 22 peo- 
ple of colour. ‘There is no regifter 
kept of the deaths of Proteftants. A 
degree of health, unufual for the fea- 
fon, prevailed—The mercury in Fah- 
renheit, during the above period, ftood 
between 77 and 87 degrees. There 
had been plentiful fhowers;—the Mif- 
liippi, which had begun to rife the firft 
of the month, had rifen by the 30th 
about 4 feet. We learn however by 
alate arrival, that the yellow fever 
prevails at New-Orleans. 

New-Yorx.—During the month of 
Aug. laft, there vweere 153 males born, 
ind 189 females—there died 296 per- 
ions, of whom 43 were men, 115 boys, 
#8 women, 85 girls—This ftatement is 
made from the returns of 39 phyficians 
and 24 midwives. 


— — = 


Statement of BrrtHs in Bofton, for September. 
Male - - - - = 35 
Female - - += = = 37 





Sex not returned » 
Total, 80 
DEATHS. 
M. &#F. 
Accident, 36 y. 1 
Atrophy, 5w. 56, 51ys. 2 ft 
Cholera infa. ly.11,15,18,18,15m.6 2 
Confumption, 61,43,38,62,18yrs.2 3 
Convulfions, infant, | 
Cholera morbus, 59yrs. d 
Chronic diarrhz, 66yrs. i 
Dropfy, 52yrs. i 
Dyfentery, 84yrs. 1 


Enteritis, 39yrs. 

Fever, biltous, 2yrs. 

Fever, pulmonick, 2yrs. 

Infantile complaints, 4,5d. 3,16m. 2 
Old age, 83yrs. 

Quinfy, infant, 

Scarlatina anginofa, 28yrs. 

Sull born, 3 
Tetanus, 10yrs. i 
Suddenly, 36, 69y%. 2 
Two boys, difeafe not reported, 2 


ee vet pet RD ee 


Total, 44 deaths: of which are,— 
adults, 7 males, 10 females,—and 27 
children. 


Statement of the prevalent difeafes in Sep- 
tember. 

Among us, September is ordinari 
the moftunhealthful part of the year. 
The month paft has borne the ufual 
proportion to the fummer months, but 
the whole feafon has been uncommonly 
healthy. Affections of the ftomach 
and inteftinal canal, as ufual, have been 
the prevalent complaints. Of thefe af- 
fections, dyfentery has been the moft 
frequent. Cholera morbus, and cholera 
infantum have been nearly equal. Be- 
fides thefe, there have been a few cafes 
of enteritis, colick, fcarlatina anginofa, 
nettle rafh, and rheumatifm. Catarrhs 
have been frequent in the latter part 
of the month, and in fome cafes this 
difeafe has been fo fevere, as to require 
medical aid. Fevers have been unufual- 
ly rare for the autumn. Typhus mi- 
tior has been fomewhat common ; but 
cafes of violent fever have fcarcely 
appeared here, 
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SINGULAR SPECIES OF FISH. 


On the 27th ult. a very fingular 
and hitherto undefcribed fifh was 
caught in the river Merfey, in a net, 
by Thomas Whittle ; when firft tak- 
en it was of fuch uncommon bril- 
liancy as almoft to dazzle the fight, 
its colour confifting of the moft 
fplendid mixture of blue, green, yel- 
low, and orange colour, blended to- 
gether in a manner that produced a 
wonderful effeét. It belonged to 

the clafs of fifth, called Chztedons, and 
although Linneus and other nat- 
uralilis have defcribed 63 {pecies, yet 
this feems to have efcaped their ob- 
fervation. They are natives of the 
Indian and American feas, and this 
appears to be the firft ever caught in 
Europe. It was fent to Liverpool 
Mufeum, where it is preferved fo as 
to look as when alive.—G/a/gow pap. 


cee tas a 
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A CURIOUS EXPERIMENT. 


If a tumbler be filled about one 
third part with water, om by at- 
taching to it a ftring nine or ten in- 
ches long, you fwing it habitable 
and forwards in the manner of 
pendulum, the water will preferve 
its pofition, vith refp ect to the brim 
of the glafs, as if it were congealed 
like ice. ‘Then pour in gently al- 
moit 2s much oil as water, and let 
the tumbler vibrate as before 3; a fur- 
prifing phenomenon will ftrike the 
eye of the arm The tranguil- 
lity and even fuperficies of the water 
will be tenihallented to that of the oil. 

fubjected water will aflume a 
turbulent appearance, elevating and 
ceprefiing itelf in the waves, which 
rife almof to t! 1e furface of the oil, 
yet never diftu rbit iz the tranquillity 
of that furface.—London paper. 
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CORRECT MEMORANDA. 


‘harles I. beheaded Jan. 30, 1649. 
Charles Ul. proc. king May 8, 1660. 
Louis XVI. beheaded Jan. 21, 1793. 
Napoleon proc. emp. May 18, 1804. 


Dur alion of the y ae iM. dD. 
Englifh Commonwealth 2... 2.8 
French Republick a. ¢.@ 





528 THE MONTHLY ANTHOLOGY, 


According to a recent enumera. 
tion it appears that in this metrop- 
olis there are 346 places of worfhi 
viz. 112 parifh-churches, 58 licenfed 
chapels and chapels of eafe, 19 for 
foreign Proteftants, 12 for the Roman 
Catholicks, 133 meeting-houfes and 
Methodift chapels, of various feds, 
diffenting from the eftablithed 
church, 6 Quakers’ meeting-houfes, 
and 6 Jews’ tynagogues.—Lon. Pap. 


EDITORIAL REMARKS. 


In the Reftorator, No. 1. (fee the 9th 
No. of the Anthology, p. 403. 2d col. 

19.) for fanned read feafoned. In the 
prefent number of the Review, p. 507. 
l. 12. from beg. col. read canore inftead 
of cemore. We are afhamed of fuch 
errours, not only becaufe they are vex- 
atious to readers, but becaufe they jufi- 
ly difpleafe correct correfpondents. 
Whit we thus apologize for the prin- 
ters and ourfelves, we hope, that our 
literary fupporters will as little as poi- 
fible exercife the patience of the for- 
mer, by prefenting their excellent 
fentiments and charming ftyle ina fair 
hand. 

Too late forgthis number came a 
poetical communication, in which with 
pleafure we recognize the author of 
(See Month. 


395. ) 


“ Purfuit of Happinefs.” 
Anth. vol. i. pp. 279 and 
Favours defigned for the ke 
gy of a particular month, fhould be 
communicated before one half of that 
month has elapfed. If a warm friend 
of this infant eftablifiment fhould cait 
his eye upon the Jaft remark, we fhall 
probably give our readers The T beolo- 
gift No. 1. in our twelfth number. 
Theological and Medical Specula- 
tions, and Legal, Commercial, and Ag- 
ricultural Reports will be cheerfully 
received bythe Editor, whenever they 
may be offered, and fhall be proper- 


ly incorporated with the work. 








